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Fr iday,  Apr i l  8,  2005

TODAY’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

1st go-round
Super Stakes Open
131 entries • 9 sets

TOMORROW’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

1st go-round, cont.
Super Stakes Open
102 entries • 7 sets

Super Stakes Classic
AMATEUR FINALS

SUNDAY’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

1st go-round, cont.
Super Stakes Open
87 entries • 6 sets

Super Stakes 
AMATEUR FINALS

Matlock Rose Tribute
7:00 p.m.

Will Rogers Auditorium

MONDAY’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

2nd go-round
Super Stakes Open

TUESDAY’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

1st go-round
Super Stakes Non-Pro

WEDNESDAY’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

1st go-round, cont.
Super Stakes Non-Pro

Neely redux

It was deja vu all over again 
for Benjie Neely, who won the 
Super Stakes Non-Pro Classic 

for the second consecutive year on 
Little Lacey, by Little Trona.
 Riding midway through the 
first bunch, Neely scored 220 
points. Chad Bushaw, who was 
the next-to-last rider in the last 
bunch, marked 218 points on 
Badgers Playdough, by Playdox, 
for the reserve championship.
  “I didn’t ever expect to win 
once,” said Neely. “Twice is like 
a dream.”
 Before she rode into the herd, 
Neely asked for advice from Roger 
Wagner, one of her helpers and 
Little Lacey’s trainer.

 “The last thing Roger told me 
was when I cut those cows, to go 
to them. Go up, not back.
 “That was the biggest thing. 
We wanted to take a hold of those 
cattle and control them from the 
get-go because this week, the 
cows were a little bit better, if 
you went ahead and controlled 
them.”
 Neely cut three cows to her 
liking, but took a chance on the 
last one.
 “The first cow was a great 
one,” she noted. “And the second 
cow was really tough, which 
Lacey likes. 

Benjie Neely, Lyons, Georgia, was all smiles after winning her second consec-
utive NCHA Super Stakes Non-Pro Classic championship aboard homegrown 
Little Lacey, sired by Neely’s stallion Little Trona.
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  N
CH

A 
SU

PE
R 

ST
AK

ES
 &

 C
LA

SS
IC

 Continued on page 2

Bushaw takes reserve



You say it’s 
your birthday!

These NCHA members 
are celebrating their birthday today.

Left to right: Chad Bushaw, Weatherford, Texas, claimed the reserve championship with 218 points aboard Badgers Playdough, by Play-
dox; Kyle Manion, Aubrey, Texas, rode Smooth As A Cat, by High Brow Cat, to earn 217.5 and third place; Elizabeth Queen, Lipan, Texas, 
scored 217 to place fourth on Instance, by SR Instant Choice.

Rodney Acton ........... Washington Ch, OH

Karen Blackmon ............ Georgetown, GA

Joann Bimat ............................. Lodi, CA

Scott Bruder ..................Powell Butte, OR

S David Plummer .......... Fruit Heights, UT

Mike Collinge .....................Hamilton, KS

Pam Collinge ......................Hamilton, KS

Joseph Costa Jr ................. Pennsburg, PA

Jacque Crouch .......................Preston, ID

Joette Duvall ...................... Granada, CO

Shane Files .....................Mount Dora, FL

Bruce Flournoy ................Bakersfi eld, CA

Graham Foust ...................... Graham, TX

Avin George .......................... Oxford, KS

Don Harris ................................Lehi, UT

John Hartness ................... Campbell, MO

Jutta Heller ..................... Whitesboro, TX

Chris Howell ........................Preston, GA

Jake James ........................... Daniel, WY

Ben Johnson .................. Morgan Hill, CA

Gregory Richard Jolly ............Zachary, LA

Clay Jones .................................Troy, TN

Madalyn Jones .......................Center, TX

Paul Kaskey ...................... North Port, FL

Sandra Kaskey .................. North Port, FL

Margaret Kiker .................Hempstead, TX

David Leuschen ............... Red Lodge, MT

Fred Love ..........San Juan Capistrano, CA

Jim Martin ................ Oklahoma City, OK

Bob Mills ...........................Evansville, IN

Jett Milner .........................Southlake, TX

Jerry Morgan ......................... Rogers, AR

Darwin Outersky ............. Richmond, MO

Don Phillips .......................... Seguin, TX

Annalisa Piazzi ............................... Italy,

Jim Proctor ...................... Gainesville, TX

Lucious Randle Jr ................Houston, TX

Jesse Rigney ..........................Canton, TX

Randall W Rodrigue ................. Erath, LA

Amanda Sack ...................... Hudson, CO

Theresa Schroeder ............. Riverton, WY

Jim Stevens .........................Gallatin, MO

Joan Stewart .............................. May, TX

Tim Taylor ...............................Rolla, MO

James Thomas .................. Savannah, TN

Sherrye Johnson Trafton ...Brunswick, ME

Rita Willis .........................Roachdale, IN

Claire Wilson ........................Bigfork, MT

Judith Zurbriggen ................ Prescott, AZ

Timothy Zurbriggen ............. Prescott, AZ

 “We had liked the third cow when 
we were watching, but we figured she’d 
be either really good or really bad. I 
just stepped in there and cut her and it 
worked out great.”
 Neely had tied for fourth and fifth in 
the first go-round with 218 points, and 
216 in the second go-round — the same 
scores she had marked in last year’s 
event. She won the 2004 championship 
with 219 points.
 “I liked the run better this year 
because it was more like a winning 
run,” she said. “Last year the cows were 
so bad, it was kind of just survival. 
But this year, she got to do more of her 
stuff.”  
 Following the first bunch, Neely 
walked her mare down, then took her 
back to the barn for a bath. She came 
back to the coliseum during the second 
bunch to watch leading non-pro riders 
Sandy Bonelli and Mary Jo Milner ride, 
as well as Greg Coalson, a go-round 
leader.
 “I got a little nervous,” Neely admit-
ted. “There were so many good horses 
and horsemen. When we got through 
the second set, we felt a little better.”
 Neely showed in Fort Worth for the 
first time n 1990, when she was 19. Two 
years later, she was the high-scoring 
rider in the NCHA Summer Spectacular 
Amateur Classic/Challenge, until Bill 
Green’s score was adjusted to 218 — one 

 Continued from page 1



point above Neely’s.
 “That was the funniest time,” she 
recalled. “I came up the leader on the 
board and got to be the champion for a 
few minutes. And I’d missed winning 
the Limited by half-a-point two days 
earlier.
 “Last year was my first win here. I 
seemed to have a thing about this pen. 
But it’s all turned around.”
 Little Lacey is sired by Little Trona, 
a Freckles Playboy son bred by Neely’s 
family out of Trona. Little Trona was 
Neely’s first four-year-old mount.
 “She’s a lot like her dad,” said Neely 
of Little Lacey. “She’s real gritty and 
showy, but if a cow gets in her face, she 
gets tougher. I just think she’s a show 
horse and knows she’s under the big 
lights.”
 Little Trona stands at EE Ranches in 
Whitesboro, Texas. Neely was reserve 
champion of the 2004 NCHA Summer 
Spectacular Non-Pro Classic riding 
Tronas Chex, by Little Trona out of 
Chiquita Chex, her 1992 NCHA Summer 
Spectacular Amateur Classic/Challenge 
reserve champion. 
 Little Lacey has NCHA career earn-
ings of $105,812.

Left to right: Mary Jo Milner, Southlake, Texas, placed fifth on Spectacular Playboy, by Freckles Playboy, and tied for 11 through 13 on JR 
Playboy By Color and Genuine Gold Cat; Jim Vangilder, Jackson, Missouri, scored 216 on Catting, by High Brow Cat, to finish sixth; Bruce 
Lusk, Weatherford, Texas, finished seventh with 215.5 points on Duall Be All, by Dual Pep.

“You will do foolish things, 
but do them with enthusiasm.”

Colette

VESTED 
INTEREST
There are still a few spaces 
available to advertise your 

stallion, ranch or business on 
the back of announcer Tom Holt.

Call Shawn McCoy for details.
(817) 980-4754

Matlock Rose Tribute
7:00 p.m., Sunday, April 10 • Will Rogers Auditorium

Bushaw claims reserve
Chad Bushaw, didn’t sweat his late 
draw — next-to-last in the last bunch, 
aboard Badgers Playdough. There were 
still fresh cattle and he was able to find 
three that he liked.
 “They were good,” he noted. “But I 
wasn’t quite as smooth as I would have 
liked to have been on the third cow. I 
had a little bobble. I kind of bungled 
the cut a little bit. Not too bad, but just 
enough to not be a winning run.”
 Bushaw scored 218 points to earn 
the reserve championship. It was his 
fourth finals performance and first 
championship on Badgers Playdough, a 
five-year-old daughter of Playdox, who 
he purchased last December from Troy 
and Kathy Welch.
 “I watched Tim McCloud when he 
showed her in the (NCHA) Futurity and 
I like her a lot,” Bushaw said. “She was 
really an outstanding three-year-old. 
 “Tim’s a good friend of mine and 
when he mentioned they might be 
looking to sell her, I was in the market 
for one. I took his advice more than 
anything.”
 When he purchased Badgers Play-

dough, Bushaw was eligible for the 
Western Horseman Cup and she car-
ried him to a third-place finish in that 
event.
 “She’s been getting better and better 
every trip so far,” he pointed out. “And 
just now, I feel like I can go win some-
thing on her.”



Cartoonist Jerry McAdams, “that cow art guy,” is  publisher of the Hico News Review and a nationally recognized artist whose favorite 
subjects are horses and cattle. 

Daily Chatter  Editor: Sally Harrison
Contributions, comments, and suggestions welcomed. 

 sallyharrison@hotmail.com

Daily Chatter sponsored by: 

John Deere, the official equipment provider of the 
NCHA and Title sponsor of the John Deere/NCHA 
World Finals, has the equipment you need for your 
farm, ranch and home. John Deere offers a complete 
line of outdoor power equipment ranging from hand 
held tools to high horsepower tractors - all with the 
quality you’ve come to expect from John Deere. Be 
sure to stop by your local John Deere dealership today!

Nothing Runs Like A Deere!

Check out our website at www.deere.com.

260 Bailey Avenue • Fort Worth, TX 76107
(817) 244-6188 • Fax (817) 244-2015

For more than a decade, Chevy Trucks has been a corpo-
rate sponsor of the NCHA and Title sponsor of the Chevy 
Trucks Eastern and Western National Championships. 
Chevy offers more full-size pickup models than anyone else 
that are the most dependable, long-lasting trucks on the 
road. So, when it’s time to buy that new haulin’ rig, see your 
local Chevy dealer for a new Chevy truck.

For a dealer near you visit our website at www.chevrolet.
com/index.htpp.





EE REE Ranchesanches
2nd Annual Breeders Production Sale

Labor Day, Monday, September 5, 2005 • Whitesboro, Texas

The Inaugural EE Ranches Sale was 
one of the best of 2004. A total of 61 

horses sold for an average of $25,706, and a 
yearling world record was broken when EE’s 
Catalaney commanded $390,000 from Stan 
Thomas of Newman, GA.

This year’s offering includes…
• 3-Year-Old NCHA Futurity Entries
• 2-Year-Olds In-Training
• Seasoned Cutting Horses
• Broodmares • Yearlings

All consigned by...
• Owners of stallions standing 
 at EE Ranches

• Owners of offspring by, or mares
 in foal to stallions standing
 at EE Ranches

• Cat Ichi Lifetime Breeding Partners
CATALANEY

2003 filly (High Brow Cat x Laney Doc)
WORLD RECORD YEARLING AT AUCTION - $390,000

EE Ranches Stallion Battery Includes
Cat Ichi • Dual Rey • Spots Hot
Laker Doc • DJ Tracker • Kodo

Mr Skyline Peppy • Little Lol Lena
Little Trona • Smart Little Levi • High Brow Cougar

EE Ranches of Texas, Inc.EE Ranches of Texas, Inc.
P.O. Box 829 • Whitesboro, TX 76273

(903) 564-3692 • (903) 564-3513 (fax)
www. eeranches.com • mail@eeranches.com

For further details, contact:

P.O. Box 1389 • Weatherford, TX 76086
(817) 594-9210 • Fax (817) 596-0430
Ben Emison • Milt Bradford • Jim Ware

www.westernbloodstock.com


