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Saturday, April 2, 2005

Daily Chatter sponsored by Western Bloodstock

AN OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE NATIONAL CUTTING HORSE ASSOCIATION

Cutters and Kids

The Super Stakes is a great place to
meet future cutting stars. Above, Eliza-
beth Queen and daughter.

TODAY’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

1st go-round
Super Stakes Classic Non-Pro
112 entries = 8 sets
Ends approximately 8:30 p.m.

TOMORROW'’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

1st go-round
Super Stakes Classic Non-Pro
115 entries = 8 sets
Ends approximately 8:30 p.m.

MONDAY’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.
2nd go-round

Super Stakes Classic Non-Pro
Ends approximately 8:30 p.m.

Polished Wood “work”

High marks for Dual Rey Me

431.5 advances to Finals

Kobie Wood rode JR Playboy By Color, owned by Mary Jo Milner, to win the
second go-round with 221 points and place second in the overall average with
437.5. He also rode Milner’s mare Genuine Gold Cat to score 220, the second-
highest score of the second round, and qualified a third horse — Smart N

Frosty, owned by Gary Rosenbach.

obie Wood and JR Playboy
KBy Color know how to

make the most of a good
thing. When Wood rode Mary Jo
Milner’s Color Me Smart son deep
in yesterday’s first bunch, the first
cow he cut made all the right
moves to showcase the gelding’s
talents.

Wood had a yellow baldy
in mind for his second cut, but
when she refused to move out
of the herd, he brought the first
cow out again and worked it
until the buzzer, for a 221-point
performance that won the second
go-round.

“Most of the time (cows) don’t
last that long,” said Wood, who

came into the second round with
216.5 points. “But I already knew
her and if she lasted, I knew it
would work.”

“Kobie did a great job show-
ing him,” said Milner, who won
last year’s Non-Pro Super Stakes
aboard Genuine Gold Cat, by High
Brow Cat. “He only worked two
cows and had a lot of working
time. I try to know the cattle, but
he even fooled me. I didn’t know
it was the same cow.”

Wood, who also qualified for
the Super Stakes Classic Open
Finals on Genuine Gold Cat, fol-
lowing a 220-point performance

Continued on page 2



Left to right: Jeremy Barwick, Stephenville, Texas, won the first go-round with 222 and the overall average (441) riding his own horse
Dual Rey Me, by Dual Pep; Roger Wagner placed second in the first round (221.5) and third in the average (437) on Catting, by High
Brow Cat, owned by Jim Vangilder; Darren Simpkins earned the fourth-highest combined score (436.5) on Reys Dual Badger, by Dual Rey.

Wood “work,” continued from page 1

in the second round, rode JR Playboy
By Color to win the 2003 NCHA Super
Stakes Gelding championship.

“He’s really a neat horse,” said
Wood of the flashy six-year-old Paint
gelding. “He’s not big and massive, but
he’s got a look all his own, and he can
really hold a stop.”

“Riding him is even more fun than
watching him,” said Milner, who com-
petes on the gelding today in the Non-
Pro. “He has a lot of ability. I'm looking
forward to next year when he’ll be out
of the aged events and I can show him
a little more often.”

Milner, an NCHA Non-Pro Hall of
Fame member and Cowgirl Hall of Fame
honoree, is a six-time NCHA Non-Pro
World Champion. Her primary mount
for the last six years has been Red White
And Boon, the number two all-time
leading money earner of more than
$850,000, trained by Kobie Wood.

“I'm always flattered that Kobie
wants to show my horses,” said Milner.
“I like following him and I like for him
to do well. But he’ll say something if
he thinks we shouldn’t ride (a horse)
twice.”

Milner will also show Genuine
Gold Cat today, as well as five-year-
old Spectacular Playboy, a gelding she
recently purchased from fellow non-pro
competitor Dustin Adams.

“Genuine Gold Cat is a really cow
smart mare,” Milner noted. “That’s why
I won the Super Stakes. I drew up last

Rod Abshire ........ccccceeenn.... Lafayette, LA
Bobby Bishop ...........cccceeee. Naples, TX
Thomas Bray ..........c...cco..... Fulshear, TX
Martha Briley .........ccccceeevennnn. Miles, TX
David N Capps ....cccvvvvvneeennns Millsap, TX
Debbie Churchill............... Marysville, CA
Bryan Collmeyer...................... Delta, CO
Gary Dellinger ...................... Denver, NC
Tamara Dragt.............coovvvennnn Visalia, CA
Theresa Dyer............c....... Hoschton, GA
Max Echternkamp................... Lizton, IN
Stephen Ferguson ............ Hempstead, TX
Bob Haider......................... Mandan, ND
Doug Hardcastle .................... Odessa, TX
Keith Hargrove.............. Chappell Hill, TX
Byron Hedtke .................. Red Lodge, MT
Robert Heimann ................. Leawood, KS
Virgil Heminger ................ Rochester, WA
John Hight ..., Carthage, TX
Margie Hills.........ccooovvvviiinnnnne Anson, TX
James Hoskins............... Ben Wheeler, TX
Katie Johnson...........cccee.... Waddell, AZ

You say it’s

your birthday!

These NCHA members

are celebrating their birthday today.

Brandy Jones.............ccoeeeeunnnn. Center, TX
Steven C Jordan.................. Ardmore, OK
Dana Leverton....................... Lincoln, IL
M K Maxeiner.................. Sebastopol, CA
Dina Maxwell................. Blountville, TN
Richard Morgan................. Shepherd, MT
Richard Perce ............c........ Windsor, CA
Jane Prewett.................... Fort Worth, TX
Bill Rosa.........cccceeee. Mountain View, AR
Jackie ROWe .........uuueiiiiiinneeeeeen. Canada
Derek RUiS........cccevvvvennnee Morganton, GA
Bob Samon..................... Carson City, NV
Robert Sibbit .........cccc...... Princeton, MO
Lamont SittON.........ccceeerrnnnn. Meeker, OK
Courtney Sokol................... Brenham, TX
Kelsey Taylor ............eeeeeeee. Augusta, KS
Sheree Tevebaugh................. Dalhart, TX
Jill M Watson .......... Westlake Village, CA
Linda Werner .................... Montrose, CO
Kathy White ..................... Bloomfield, 1A




Left to right: Jon Burgess had a combined score of 435.5 aboard Las Vegas Lights, by Smart Mate, owned by Steve Anderson, Victoria,
Texas; Matt Gaines marked 435 on Its Just About Me, by Freckles Fancy Twist, owned by Bob Kingsley, and Smooth As A Cat, by High
Brow Cat, owned by Kyle Manion; Mark Lavender scored 218 yesterday on Sonitanovemberlena, by Sonitalena, owned by Mike Krueger.

and those cattle were bad, but she could
handle them. That’s what I like about
Kobie’s horses — they’re cow horses.”

Wood drew to ride five-year-old
Genuine Gold Cat deep in the sixth
bunch with a 214.5-point score from the
first round.

“Ididn’t cut her very well in the first
go-round and I knew I would have to
go for it,” he pointed out. “As it turned
out (in the second round), I had all the
cattle pegged right and we got lucky
and got them cut right.

“I thought she was going to get
strung out on that first cow, but she just
grabbed that ground tighter and harder.
She had told me in the practice pen this
morning that she was a good horse.”

Dual Rey Me

Jeremy Barwick, winner of the first go-
round with 222 points and the overall
average with 441 on Dual Rey Me,
could have played it safe in the second
go-round and coasted to the Finals. But
“playing it safe” hasn’t always panned
out for him, in the past, so he cut for
keeps and scored 219.

“If I go and try to be safe, nine
times out of ten, I'll usually screw up,”
he admitted. “Now, instead of trying to
worry about the go-round, I treat it like
it’s just another cutting. It might not
work for some people, but I just go cut
and it works better for me.”

Barwick developed his approach
last year, when he hauled Dual Rey
Me to finish the year as NCHA Reserve
World Champion in both the $10,000

Novice and $3,000 Novice divisions.

“Hauling helped me a lot,” he noted.
“It taught me how to put a run together
and how to get out of certain situations
and make it better. And it made (Dual
Rey Me) a lot smarter horse. Twice a
day, four days a week every week, he
went and cut.

This is Barwick’s second time
to qualify for the finals of an NCHA
limited age event; he was a finalist on
Dual Rey Me in last year’s NCHA Open
Derby.

Late bloomers

Every year, new talent surfaces at the
Super Stakes — horses that missed
their chance at fame at three and four
because of bad luck or injury. Sonitano-
vemberlena, shown by Mark Lavender
for Mike Krueger, an attorney from
Kingsville, Texas, is one of those late
bloomers.

“He was a great three-year-old,
but he tore a suspensory (ligament)
in July of his three-year-old year and
we struggled a lot trying to keep him
strong last year,” explained Lavender,
who scored 218 points yesterday aboard
the Sonitalena son and qualified for the
Open Classic Finals.

“You’ve got to be patient,” added
Lavender, who was a finalist aboard the
horse in last year’s NCHA Open Derby.
“I'm just glad that Mike was patient
enough to let this horse get sound.
Sometimes owners want their horses
to go (on), regardless.”

Lavender purchased Sonitanovem-

berlena, who is out of a full sister to the
stallion Mecom Blue, as a yearling from
Wichita Ranch, home of Mecom Blue.
After the colt injured his leg, Lavender
laid him off until just before the Futu-
rity.

“He missed all of the Futurity pre-
works,” Lavender recalled. “I worked
him just five times before I showed him
at the Futurity. I marked 217 on him in
the first go-round of the Futurity and
then lost of cow in the second.

“He’s really a good horse,” he added.
“But he’s just now starting to catch up
and be consistent.”

SR,

“Ability is nothing
without opportunity.”
Napolean Bonaparte
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Open daily at 9:00 a.m.



