


You say it’s 
your birthday!

These NCHA members 
are celebrating their birthday today.

Left to right: Roger Wagner scored 221.5 points on Catting, by High Brow Cat, for Jim Vangilder; Tim Smith rode his Smart Little Lena 
son Smart Lil Outlaw to mark 220 points in yesterday’s first bunch; Austin Shepard scored 219 aboard Widows Tears, by Widows Freckles, 
owned by Robert and Debbie Middleton

Ernie Beutenmiller Jr ............. Union, MO

Mandy Williams .............. Grantsville, UT

Teri Brecheen ..................... Coalgate, OK

Daniel Cass Jr ............... Friendswood, TX

Susan Christianson ..................... Canada

Rick Gaston ..................... Caledonia, MO

Cotton George ................Martinsville, TX

Cindy Graham ....................Caprock, NM

Junior Grissom .......................... Ada, OK

Claudia Garrett Hardee ......... Beatrice, AL

Neal Henning ......................... Hugo, MN

Clay Johnson ...........................Whitt, TX

Janie Johnson ....................... Canyon, TX

Tommy Kidwell .................. Lubbock, TX

Nikki Kuklo ............................. Tracy, CA

Shelby Larson .........................Minot, ND

Philip Layne ........................... Basalt, CO

Lindsey Lee .......................Hamilton, MT

Candace Maheu ................... Pawling, NY

Bonnie Martin .................. Las Vegas, NV

Crystal McBride ...................... Bowie, TX

Philip Metcalfe ....................Houston, TX

Norman Montgomery ............... Viola, AR

Noan Pilipski .................................Brazil

Linda Ploch ........................... Adkins, TX

Bambi Pownall .....................Gillette, WY

Richard Reynolds .................. Valleho, CA

John Sandrock .....................Littleton, CO

Billy Sapp .........................Columbia, MO

Brad Skover ......................Stanwood, WA

Dan Stone ........................ Scottsburg, IN

Bobbie Tatum ......................... Clovis, CA

Larry Vance .......................... Inavale, NE

Susan Walker .......................... Yelm, WA

Jerry Watts ............................Conroe, TX

Brian Williams ..................... Oregon, MO

Penny Williams ................... Corydon, IA

Rusty Winchester .............. Centerton, AR

Dual Rey Me, continued from page 1

at the age of four, has earned nearly 
$200,000 in NCHA competition. He and 
Candace live in Stephenville, Texas.

Catting around

It was Catting, not super star Sun Valley 
Shorty, who gave one of yesterday’s top 
performances for Roger Wagner. Wagner 
rode both horses in the sixth bunch for 
Jim Vangilder’s Rock Creek Ranch. 
He lost a cow on Sun Valley Shorty, 
the earner of more than $150,000, but 
marked 221.5 points on Catting.
 “He’s been a handful, but he was 
good today,” said Wagner of the five-
year-old son of High Brow Cat. “I cut 
two nice cows and never got him flus-
tered. He stayed where he was supposed 
to be, waited on that cow, and didn’t get 
ahead of himself.
 Vangilder purchased the horse, a 
former PCCHA Gelding Stakes cham-
pion trained by Denton Moffat, from 
Ron Knutson at last year’s Breeders 
Invitational in Reno.   
 “He just had a really nice way of 
getting stopped and he’d move that front 
end clean,” said Wagner. “He looked 
like he had a lot of ability.
 “He’s been pretty testy at times, but 
if he’ll settle down, he’s going to be a 
nice horse.”
 Catting, who was bred by Greg Wil-
liamson, Fort Worth, is the earner of 
$68,229 (NCHA). Wagner was leading 
trainer in terms of earnings — $587,412 
— in 2004, while Vangilder was the 

“Good judgment comes from experience, 

and a lot of that comes from bad judgment.”



leading owner of cutting performers 
earnings of nearly $750,000, including 
Quintan Blue, reserve champion of the 
2004 NCHA Futurity under Wagner.

Smart Lil Outlaw

Smart Lil Outlaw, owned and ridden by 
Tim Smith, Temecula, California, made 
his Will Rogers debut yesterday with a 
220-point performance.
 “I was glad I got him shown,” said 
Smith, who drew up early in the first 
bunch of the day. “It’s a long trip back 
here (to Texas) and it’s always nice to 
get the first one out of the way.”
 Smith had ridden the gelded son of 
Smart Little Lena with some success in 
the smaller futurities on the West Coast, 
before laying him off to recover from 
surgery. He brought him back in the 
PCCHA Derby, where he was a finalist;  
most recently, he was a finalist at the 
Paso Robles Spring Roundup.
 “He’s been good all along, but being 
early in the first bunch, you never know 
what is going to happen,” noted Smith, 
who purchased the gelding as a two-
year-old from Michelle Hare.
 “It takes our (West Coast) horses a 
day or two to get acclimated when we 
get here. We’re used to cutting steers 
and these heifers are so quick.
 “I don’t normally show my own 
horses back here, but I was very pleased 
with him. He’s real cowy and he’ll 
take a fake every once in a while. But 
he settled right in and never missed a 
beat.”

Hickory Lena Stars
with Widows Tears

Hickory Lena Star, ridden by Brad 
Mitchell for PSF Partnership, Brent-
wood, Tennessee, and Widows Tears, 
with Austin Shepard for Robert and 
Debbie Middleton, Summit, Mississippi, 
tied with 219 points, yesterday’s third 
highest score.
 Mitchell and Hickory Lena Star 
drew first in the fifth bunch and never 
looked back.
 “The first two cows that we picked 
turned out to be pretty good,” said 
Mitchell, who took a third cow off the 
top. “There haven’t been a lot of lost 
cows, but they’ll run to the walls pretty 
regular. This set didn’t feel bad at all.”
 Mitchell was immediately followed 
by Jeremy Barwick, who scored 222 on 
Dual Rey Me.
 Five-year-old Hickory Lena Star, by 
High Brow Hickory, was bred by W.C. 
Rimes, Lebanon, Tennessee. Mitchell 
showed the horse at the NCHA Futurity, 
but was forced to lay him off because 
of an injury. 
 Austin Shepard showed the stallion 
a few times while Mitchell was showing 
on the West Coast, then Mitchell rode 
Hickory Lena Star as a finalist at the 
Suncoast and the Southern Futurity.
 “He’s really been a good horse,” 
said Mitchell. “He’s done well, but he 
just missed out on the first part of his 
four-year-old year.”
 Hickory Lena Star has earned 
almost $40,000.
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Left to right: Brad Mitchell scored 219 points riding Hickory Lena Star, by High Brow Hickory, for PSF Partnership; Winston Hansma was 
atop Lenas Starfish, by Smart Little Lena, with a 218.5-point performance for Randle Tune and James Moss; Scott Brewer was among 
yesterday’s top-scoring riders with 217 on Dual Peaches And Cream, by Dual Rey, owned by James Hooper.

 Widows Tears, a f ive-year-old 
daughter of Widows Freckles, came to 
the Super Stakes Classic with $3,700 in 
earnings, but is on course for a raise, 
after her 219-point performance with 
Austin Shepard in yesterday’s seventh 
bunch.
 Shepard had already scored 214.5 
points earlier in the day on Widows 
Intentions, the 2004 NCHA Derby 
reserve champion, who was bred by 
Robert Middleton, owner of Widows 
Tears, as well as Widows Freckles.

Lenas Starfish

Winston Hansma, fresh from a win in 
the Bonanza Classic aboard CD Lights, 
scored 218.5 points yesterday on Lenas 
Starfish, owned by Randle Tune and 
James Moss, Whitesboro, Texas.
 “He’s really a nice horse,” said 
Hansma of the five-year-old Smart Little 
Lena son, who was originally trained 
and shown by Randy Cherry. “Randy 
did a good job of training him and it’s 
been easy to follow him.”



Cartoonist Jerry McAdams, “that cow art guy,” is  publisher of the Hico News Review and a nationally recognized artist whose favorite 
subjects are horses and cattle. 

Daily Chatter ★ Editor: Sally Harrison
Contributions, comments, and suggestions welcomed. 

 sallyharrison@hotmail.com

Daily Chatter sponsored by: 

John Deere, the official equipment provider of the 
NCHA and Title sponsor of the John Deere/NCHA 
World Finals, has the equipment you need for your 
farm, ranch and home. John Deere offers a complete 
line of outdoor power equipment ranging from hand 
held tools to high horsepower tractors - all with the 
quality you’ve come to expect from John Deere. Be 
sure to stop by your local John Deere dealership today!

Nothing Runs Like A Deere!

Check out our website at www.deere.com.

260 Bailey Avernue • Fort Worth, TX 76107
(817) 244-6188 • Fax (817) 244-2015

For more than a decade, Chevy Trucks has been a corpo-
rate sponsor of the NCHA and Title sponsor of the Chevy 
Trucks Eastern and Western National Championships. 
Chevy offers more full-size pickup models than anyone else 
that are the most dependable, long-lasting trucks on the 
road. So, when it’s time to buy that new haulin’ rig, see your 
local Chevy dealer for a new Chevy truck.

For a dealer near you visit our website at www.chevrolet.
com/index.htpp.


