


You say it’s 
your birthday!

These NCHA members 
are celebrating their birthday today.

Super Stakes Classic leading contenders, left to right: Darren Simpkins on Calie Del Rey, by Dual Rey; Lindy Bruch on Bet On Me 498, by 
Smart Little Lena; and Winston Hansma on Smart Pistol, by Smart Little Pistol.
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Calie Del Rey, etc, continued from page 1
“The person who believes he knows everything 

will be passed by those who know they don’t.”

Anonymous

by Tommy Manion of Aubrey, Texas; 
2002 NCHA Horse of the Year Little 
Pepto Gal and Its Just About Me, both 
owned by Bob Kingsley of Weatherford, 
Texas.
     In addition to his second round win, 
Smooth As A Cat also ranked second in 
the cumulative average.
     “He is always good, but today he 
was just excellent,” said Gaines of the 
High Brow Cat son, after yesterday’s 
winning ride. “I was able to cut three 
good cows for him and he never had a 
foot out of place. He’s just kind of the 
whole package.”
     Altogether, Gaines’s three Clas-
sic Finals mounts have earned nearly 
$800,000 (Smooth As A Cat with 
$211,890; Little Pepto Gal with $390,022; 
and Its Just About Me with $194,027). 
Both Smooth As A Cat and Little Pepto 
Gal have spent their careers with 
Gaines. Its Just About me was trained 
by Gaines’s assistant, Clint Allen.
     Simpkins acquired Calie Del Rey fol-
lowing last year’s Super Stakes, after 
David Plummer purchased her from Tag 
Rice, who had trained and shown her 
himself. Simpkins, however, had helped 
start the filly as a two-year-old.
     “I’ve always liked the little mare,” 
said Simpkins. “She has a heart of gold 
and is very talented. She’s very intense 
on a cow and she’s always been real 
wild, so I’ve got to try to keep her 
motored down a bit.”



Left to right: Phil Rapp qualified two horses for the finals - Cats Red Feather, by High Brow Cat, and Tapt Twice, by Dual Pep; Tim Smith 
also qualified two - WR This Cats Smart, by High Brow Cat, and Crocheted, by Smart Lil Richochet; Greg Welch scored 220 in the second 
round on Boonsmal Cee Lena, by Peptoboonsmal.

Bet on Burch
Bet On Me 498, r idden by L indy 
Burch, and Pistol Smart, with Winston 
Hansma, tied with 438 for the third-
highest cumulative average; both horses 
scored 220 points (fourth) in the second 
round, as well.
     Bet On Me 498, by Smart Little Lena, 
was bred and syndicated by Burch, who 
trained him and has seen him through 
some nagging injuries, including a frac-
tured foot.
     “It feels good to finally get him 
in the finals down here,” said Burch, 
who has earned over $50,000 on the 
red roan stallion, but has never been 
able to earn a big check on him in Will 
Rogers. “I think it took him a while to 
get over that fracture. He’s sound now 
and he feels good, so I’m getting more 
and more confidence in him.
     “I knew I had to be pretty aggressive 
on my cuts to get the ones clear that I 
wanted,” she explained about tactics 
during yesterday’s run. “That was my 
plan and it worked out.”

Double for Smith

Tim Smith was also apprehensive about 
the cattle, but he worked Crocheted 
early in the fifth bunch and was not as 
concerned about picking cows. 
     “I was able to find some really good 
cows,” he noted. “I would like to say 
that I picked them, but it was shape on 
all three of them. I cut what presented 
itself. She can pretty much hold any-

thing I cut for her, if I get her started 
good. She’s a wonderful mare.”
     Smith, who rides Crocheted for Mark 
Nelson, a cattle dealer from Wilton, Cal-
ifornia, acquired the her last September, 
after Nelson purchased her in Tommy 
Manion’s near dispersal sale. The Smart 
Lil Ricochet daughter, trained by Neil 
Roger and Graham Amos, is Nelson’s 
first cutting horse.
     “He (Nelson) did not see her in the 
flesh until Vegas,” said Smith, who rode 
Crocheted as a finalist in the Suncoast 
Cutting in February. “She’s a good fit 
for me, so I feel pretty fortunate.”
     Smith also qualified for the Super 
Stakes Classic Finals aboard WR This 
Cats Smart, a full brother to 2003 NCHA 
Futurity champion One Smart Lookin 
Cat. His success in the go-rounds 
boosted the morale of Smith and his 
wife, Diane, who were shaken by the 
death of Smith’s star three-year-old from 
colic during the trip from their home in 
California to the Super Stakes.
     “We were pretty down in the dumps 
when we got here,” said Smith. “But 
this kind of got everybody back in the 
groove.”

Smart as a Pistol

Smart Pistol, ridden by Winston Hansma 
for Ron Bailey of Canada, tied for third 
in the cumulative average with Bet On 
Me 498, and was one of four horses to 
score 220 points in the second round.
     “She’s a good little mare,” said 
Hansma of the Smart Little Lena daugh-
ter who was trained by Tim McCloud. 

Continued from page 2 “She really uses her hind end and she’s 
really smart.”
     Smart Pistol suffered a suspensory 
injury at three and spent several years 
in Canada under trainer Denton Mof-
fett, before Hansma acquired her about 
a month ago.

More 20-20 qualifiers

Cats Red Feather earned 220 points 
as the next-to-last horse in the sixth 
bunch. “I was just happy to get through 
that run,” said trainer Rapp. “There 
weren’t many cattle in there that we 
were in love with, but he is a wonder-
ful horse. 
     The High Brow Cat son, bred and 
owned by Jack and Susan Waggoner, 
has earned over $180,000, in spite of a 
chronic injury to his right hind fetlock. 
     “Jack says that he’s like the football 
player that hobbles to the field and then 
runs like a teenager when he crosses 
the sidelines,” said Rapp. “He is a very 
special animal.”
     Boonsmal Cee Lena, ridden by Greg 
Welch for Richard Walpole of Queen 
Creek, AZ, also scored 220 points 
yesterday and earned an average of 
435.5.
     “The first cow was all right, the 
second cow was really good, and the 
third one was great,” said Welch. “The 
run just built.”
     Boonsmal Cee Lena, by Peptoboons-
mal, is the earner of $110,000. “I’ve made 
the finals on him at a lot of aged events,” 
noted Welch. “I just haven’t won any-
thing. Maybe this is it.” 



Cartoonist Jerry McAdams, “that cow art guy,” is  publisher of the Hico News Review and a nationally recognized artist whose favorite 
subjects are horses and cattle. 

Daily Chatter ★ Editor: Sally Harrison
Contributions, comments, and suggestions welcomed. 

 sallyharrison@hotmail.com

Daily Chatter sponsored by: 

John Deere, the official equipment provider of the 
NCHA and Title sponsor of the John Deere/NCHA 
World Finals, has the equipment you need for your 
farm, ranch and home. John Deere offers a complete 
line of outdoor power equipment ranging from hand 
held tools to high horsepower tractors - all with the 
quality you’ve come to expect from John Deere. Be 
sure to stop by your local John Deere dealership today!

Nothing Runs Like A Deere!

Check out our website at www.deere.com.

260 Bailey Avernue • Fort Worth, TX 76107

(817) 244-6188 • Fax (817) 244-2015

For more than a decade, Chevy Trucks has been a corpo-
rate sponsor of the NCHA and Title sponsor of the Chevy 
Trucks Eastern and Western National Championships. 
Chevy offers more full-size pickup models than anyone else 
that are the most dependable, long-lasting trucks on the 
road. So, when it’s time to buy that new haulin’ rig, see your 
local Chevy dealer for a new Chevy truck.

For a dealer near you visit our website at www.chevrolet.com/
index.htpp.


