


You say it’s 
your birthday!

These NCHA members 
are celebrating their birthday today.

Among yesterday’s leading contenders, left to right: Darren Simpkins with 221 on Calie Del Rey, by Dual Rey; Gary Bellenfant with 220 
on Peptos My Dad, by Peptoboonsmal; and Carlos Banuelos with 219.5 on Pettys Pretty Cash, by SR Instant Choice.

Tye Baca................................... Vega, TX

Billy Beggs .........................Alvarado, TX

Billie Lee Benner ................... Telford, PA

Aly Brown........................... Tallulah, LA

Josephine Brown .............. Fort Pierce, FL

Janet Canter ..................... Jonesville, NC

Richard Cheney ............. Farmington, NM

Debra Clark ......................... Jackson, MS

Earl Doherty ......................... Decatur, TX

Billy Fanning ....................... Bremen, OH

Vicky Fischlin................ Weatherford, TX

Jim Gandy.............................. Frisco, TX

Charli Hall....................Copperopolis, CA

Dan Lehane.........................Houston, TX

Scott Maling ........................ Phoenix, AZ

Lackey Moody ...................Batesville, AR

Kimberly Mullins ............... Knoxville, TN

Cindy Ann Myra ............ Beavercreek, OR

Carley Nelson ....................... Wichita, KS

Marisa Pace ................... Lawsonville, NC

Glenn Peloquin.............Missouri City, TX

Denise Perry..................Summer� eld, FL

Donald Peterson ............... Big Spring, TX

Gary Reiman .....................Lawrence, NE

Gary Reiman .....................Lawrence, NE

Caddell Richardson ................. Fouke, AR

Skip Schuman .................... Honolulu, HI

Amy Smith .................Incline Village, NV

Kelsey E Smith.................. Rapid City, SD

Susan Suda .....................Livingston, MT

Jim Ware....................... Weatherford, TX

Gordon Wilson .......................Yukon, OK

Mike Winkel............................ Reno, NV

Uwe Wolters............................. Germany

Greg Wright..................... Grandview, TX

Cow Cat 299, continued from page 1

Success and failure are intertwined. 
Babe Ruth led the league in strikeouts in the 
same year (1927) that he hit sixty home runs.

for him.”
     Gonsalves also scored 216 yester-
day riding 2002 NCHA Open Futurity 
reserve champion Spookys Smarty 
Pants late in the last bunch of cattle.

Better late than never

Kelly Simpkins, wife of trainer Darren, 
searched in vain for Calie Del Rey on 
the Super Stakes Classic working orders 
posted on the NCHA website. “They 
(owners) didn’t realize that she wasn’t 
entered, “ explained Darren. 
     “I spoke with David (Plummer) and 
he agreed to put her in there. We knew 
we’d be last in the first bunch, but I was 
happy the way it worked out.”
     The Dual Rey daughter was added 
on to follow the last horse in yesterday’s 
first bunch and scored 221 points on a 
three-cow run. 
     “It was just a good run,” said Simp-
kins. “The first two cows were cows 
that we looked at and I thought they 
would have been cut earlier. But every-
body kind of cut around them and I was 
fortunate that they were left.
     “My last cow was a rerun that 
hadn’t been worked very long and it 
was a good one to finish up on. The 
little mare was probably as good today 
as she’s ever been for me.”
     Calie Del Rey is owned by David 
Plummer of Fruit Heights, UT, who pur-
chased her after last year’s Super Stakes 
from her former owner and trainer Tag 
Rice. Simpkins acquired her after the 
2003 NCHA Futurity.
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     “We actually had her as a two-year-
old,” said Simpkins. “We started her for 
Tag. She’s a wild little mare, but we get 
along real well together.”
     Simpkins won the first go-round of 
the 2004 Abilene Spectacular and made 
the finals the first time he showed Calie 
Del Rey. He also qualified her for the 
finals of the Western Horseman Cup 
and the Suncoast Classic.
     “She’s very talented,” said Simpkins 

of the mare who has won more than 
$67,000. “But she’s so intense on a cow 
that I’ve got to try to keep her motored 
down a little bit. She tries to do more 
than she’s physically capable of doing, 
but she has a heart of gold.”

Saving best for last

Calie Del Rey wasn’t the only horse to 
benefit from a dead last draw. Peptos 
My Dad made a big showing yesterday, 

Left to right: Rock Hedlund scored 219 on Flo N Ethyl, by Mr Peponita Flo; Tag Rice 
marked 219 on 2001 NCHA Futurity reserve champion Mr Beamon, by Playgun.

as well, under Gary Bellenfant in the  
fourth bunch.
     “I got lucky and cut some pretty 
good cattle for that last-hole draw,” 
noted Bellenfant, who marked 220 
on the Peptoboonsmal son. “But he 
handled it good. He was pretty bright 
and pretty strong.”
     The six-year-old stallion, owned by 
Classic S Ranch of Reichling, Germany, 
has been somewhat of a hard luck case 
for Bellenfant, who has had him since 
he was two. First the colt tore a hind 
suspensory which took six months to 
heal, later a bowed tendon kept him out 
of action.
     “I haven’t shown him very many 
times,” said Bellenfant. “But I like him 
a lot.”
     Classic S Ranch, owned by Sissy 
Engelhorn, is home to cutting and 
reining horses, as well as Andalusians. 
Peptos My Dad is the first horse Bel-
lenfant has shown for them, although 
reining horse trainer Bill Horn has a 
string of six of Classic S’s reiners.



Cartoonist Jerry McAdams, “that cow art guy,” is  publisher of the Hico News Review and a nationally recognized artist whose favorite 
subjects are horses and cattle. 

Daily Chatter ★ Editor: Sally Harrison
Contributions, comments, and suggestions welcomed. 

 sallyharrison@hotmail.com

Daily Chatter sponsored by: 

John Deere, the official equipment provider of the 
NCHA and Title sponsor of the John Deere/NCHA 
World Finals, has the equipment you need for your 
farm, ranch and home. John Deere offers a complete 
line of outdoor power equipment ranging from hand 
held tools to high horsepower tractors - all with the 
quality you’ve come to expect from John Deere. Be 
sure to stop by your local John Deere dealership today!

Nothing Runs Like A Deere!

Check out our website at www.deere.com.

260 Bailey Avernue • Fort Worth, TX 76107

(817) 244-6188 • Fax (817) 244-2015

For more than a decade, Chevy Trucks has been a corpo-
rate sponsor of the NCHA and Title sponsor of the Chevy 
Trucks Eastern and Western National Championships. 
Chevy offers more full-size pickup models than anyone else 
that are the most dependable, long-lasting trucks on the 
road. So, when it’s time to buy that new haulin’ rig, see your 
local Chevy dealer for a new Chevy truck.

For a dealer near you visit our website at www.chevrolet.com/
index.htpp.


