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Xclusive Diehl

TODAY’S ACTION

Curry Diehl, Millsap, TX, scored 220 points on Play Xclusive yesterday to take the lead in the Classic 
Challenge Non-Pro first go-round, which continues today. Diehl is pictured with Jessica Harper.
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SATURDAY’S SCHEDULE

Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

Senior Youth Go-round

(Youth in Watt Arena)

•

Classic/Challenge Non-Pro

1st go-round, cont. - 6 sets

Open Wildcard

SUNDAY’S SCHEDULE

Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

Senior Youth Go-round

(Youth in Watt Arena)

•

Classic Challenge Non-Pro

2nd go-round Curry Diehl, 23, Millsap, 
TX, capped the first day 
of Classic Challenge Non-

Pro competition with a 220-point 
performance late in the last herd 
of the day, which turned out the 
right place to be. 
 Six of yesterday’s top 16 riders 
worked in the last herd.
 Riding 6-year-old Play Xclu-
sive, by Playdox, Diehl had to 
improvise with cows since all of 
his choices had been worked.
 “We didn’t know what we 
were going to cut,” he said. “So 
I just decided to take whatever 
stood out away from me and it 
worked out.”
 Diehl purchased Play Xclu-
sive, who was trained by Roger 

Wagner, as a 4-year-old and was 
non-pro reserve champion on her 
at the 2005 Breeder’s Invitational. 
This year he’s ridden her as a 
finalist at the Abilene Spectacu-
lar and the Super Stakes Classic 
(5th).
 “She real gritty and gets 
through herself before you know 
what’s happening,” he noted. 
“She’s been pretty consistent. If 
anything, I’m the one that will 
take us out of a cutting.”

Mullins and Neely
McKenzie Mullins, who tied 
with Benjie Neely as the second-
highest scoring rider with 218.5 

 Continued on page 2



You say it’s 
your birthday!

These NCHA members 
are celebrating their birthday today.

points on Cats Royal Jewel, also drew 
the last bunch.
 “He’s one of my favorites to show,” 
said 16-year-old McKenzie, Gordon, TX, 
who will ride Golden Hickorys Mate in 
Sunday’s Senior Youth competition.
 McKenzie, whose stepfather is 
trainer Robert Rust, rode the 5-year-old 
High Brow Cat son, currently ranked 
among the Top 15 in NCHA $3,000 
Novice Non-Pro World Championship 
standings, to win both go-rounds with 
150 points in the $3,000 Novice Non-Pro 
at the Houston Livestock Show.
 “He’s one of those kind of horses 
that you can really depend on,” she 
noted. “He’s going to give you his all 
every time. He doesn’t want to cheat 
you.”
 McKenzie, NCHA Non-Pro Reserve 
World Champion in 2003, when she 
was 12 - the youngest rider to achieve 
the title - has lifetime earnings of more 
than $290,000. 
 Benjie Neely, Lyons, GA, made 
her 218-point mark in the third set of 
cattle on Annabella Lea and also placed 
among the top 16 with 215.5 points 
earned on Chex Party Mix 601, in the 
last set.
 “I was really happy because some-
times I don’t show too well the first 
time,” said Neely of her draw on Chex 
Party Mix 601, who like Annabella Lea, 
is sired by Little Trona, the stallion 
Neely raised and showed herself.
 “We got lucky and cut two good 
cows that stayed there,” she added, 
referring to her run on 6-year-old Anna-
bella Lea. “She likes a cow that’s a little 

Kerry Baumann .......................... Canada

Richard Bobrowicz ....................Kent, OH

Gary Braley .....................Lumberton, TX

John H Brown ....................Brenham, TX

Jeannie Bunn ...............Locust Grove, GA

Michael Cartee ............... Georgetown, KY

Victor F Child ................. Jamestown, CA

Abigail Dawn Crawford .......... Raiford, FL

Dennis Deal ......................Pilot Point, TX

Clifford Elliott ............................. Canada

Robert Gaddis .......................Mancos, CO

Jonathan Glocknitzer .....Gardnerville, NV

Michael Grimes .................... Rowlett, TX

Kristie Hambrick .................... Dewey, AZ

Caroline Hardesty ................Roswell, NM

Beverly Harper ......................... Arab, AL

William N Hood Jr ................... Lithia, FL

James Hooper .......................Decatur, AL

Leida Jones ........................ Leesburg, FL

Brian Kruger ......................Maynard, MN

Glory Ann Kurtz .......................Boyd, TX

Lester Lehew .......................Waurika, OK

Julia Leise .......................Collinsville, TX

Andy Loague ................... Mantachie, MS

Harold Martin ................ Charlestown, IN

Ann Maxwell .....................Frankston, TX

Richard L Mendenhall .. Salt Lake City, UT

Laurel Morais ..................Pleasanton, CA

Nevin Morine ..........................Brock, TX

Rebecca Nies ...................... Fellsmere, FL

Tim Olson .............................Buffalo, SD

Don Perkins .............................. Flint, TX

Rebecca Phillips .......................Chico, TX

Jim Robinson .............................. Canada

Micky Rogers ...................Collinsville, TX

Tony Seamons ....................Brenham, TX

Jeannie Seamons ................Brenham, TX

Rob Singleton .................... Yatesville, GA

Blake Strack .............................Wilis, TX

Cyprianna Swiderski .......... Starkville, MS

Barry D Syra ........................ Veguita, NM

Krista Turner .........................Hobbs, NM

Ray Whitmire ...................... Sallisaw, OK

High-scoring riders yesterday in the Non-Pro Classic Challenge go-round included, left to right: Benjie Neely with 218.5 on Annabella Lea and 215.5 on Chex Party Mix 601; 
McKenzie Mullins with 218.5 aboard Cats Royal Jewel; and Frank Merrill with 218 on Hangem High Pep.
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It’s the best time 
to buy a Ford!

Now through August 31, more than 
130 participating Texas Ford Deal-
ers are offering a $500 discount to 
NCHA members on top of a $500 
discount to AQHA members, and other 
incentives. Some restrictions apply. Visit 
the Ford Exhibit in the Amon G. Carter 
Exhibit Hall to get all the details you 
need to save big money.

        It was sharking!

Thanks to former NCHA Derby and 
Classic Challenge non-pro cham-

pion Bucki James, if your plans include 
a trip to the North Carolina shoreline 
anytime soon, you won’t have to worry 
about sharks.
 James and fel low cutters Gail 
Holmes and Jeffrey Matthews were 
enjoying a walk on the beach recently, 
when a fisherman dropped a sand shark 
at their feet. 
 According to witnesses, James could 
be heard as far away as South Carolina, 
as the 12-inch, one-pound shark lunged 
for her feet. Authorities said that the 
sound set off an underwater vibration 
that cleared the coast of sharks all the 
way to Virginia Beach.
 James escaped with all of her toes, 
but she told a friend that the next time 
she goes to the beach, she will be wear-
ing sharkskin boots and spurs.

Thank you Buffalo Ranch
 for your support of the 

NYCHA Scholarship Programs

Other high-scoring riders yesterday, left to right: Nelson Knight with 218 riding Playin Up; Jim Vangilder with 217 aboard Pet Squirrel; and Julie Hansma with 216.5 on Reytheon 
and 216 riding Bob Dualin.

testy, and she was just dead on.”
 Neely bred and raised Chex Party 
Mix 601, but she purchased Annabella 
Lea as a 2-year-old, after the mare 
caught her eye at the NCHA Futurity 
Sales.
 “She came through the sale and had 
that pretty face with the big blaze, and 
stopped real big,” Neely recalled. “But 
I didn’t know she was by my stud until 
I looked  in the catalog.”
 A leading non-pro money earner 
with more than $1 million in lifetime 
earnings, Neely’s biggest win on Anna-
bella Lea came in the 2006 Augusta 5 & 
6-Year-Old Classic.

Merrill and Knight
Frank Merrill and Nelson Knight tied 
with yesterday’s third-highest score of 
218. Knight made his mark in the last 
bunch riding Playin Up, by Playdox. 
Merrill cut on Hangem High Pep, as the 
third rider in the first set of cattle.
 “We’ve shown her sparingly,” said 
Merrill of the 5-year-old daughter of 
Hickorys Indian Pep, who was trained 
by Andy Sherrerd.
 “She’s a gritty little mare and has 
a world of style. We just picked three 
cows who turned out to be the best 
ones in the herd. I don’t know how we 
got to be that lucky. But it worked out 
perfectly.”
 Sherrerd qualified for the Open 
Classic Challenge riding Love Tracker, 
a 6-year-old daughter of DJ Tracker 
that Merrill and his wife Robin recently 
purchased from EE Ranches.
 Merrill, the current president of the 

American Quarter Horse Association, 
has been involved in all aspects of the 
Quarter Horse industry, from racing to 
performance to halter.
 “We are truly passionate about 
the horse industry,” said Merrill. “And 
we’ve been fortunate to be able to make 
our way in the business.”
 The Merrills’ daughters, McKenzie 
and Megan, both show cutting horses. 
Their son Tyler trains roping horses for 
Western States Ranches,  Dublin, TX.



Contributions, comments, 
and suggestions welcomed. 
sally@sallyharrison.com
www.sallyharrison.com

Daily Chatter sponsored by: 

260 Bailey Avenue • Fort Worth, TX 76107
(817) 244-6188 • Fax (817) 244-2015

Cartoonist Jerry McAdams, “that cow art guy,” is  publisher of the Hico News Review and a nationally recognized artist whose favorite 
subjects are horses and cattle. 
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