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You say it’s 
your birthday!

These NCHA members 
are celebrating their birthday today.

couldn’t find anything, so I just stepped 
on up there slow.”
 Will who is spending the summer 
in Fort Worth with trainer Bill Riddle, 
rode Nurse Mate, by Smart Mate, a 
gelding that belongs to his stepfather, 
Mark. Riddle rode the horse as a finalist 
(8th/9th) at the Memphis Futurity and 
Will showed him as a finalist at The 
Non Pro.
 Will’s parents, Carroll and Mark 
Baggett, purchased Nurse Mate at two 
from Linda Holmes, who owns the dam, 
High Brow Nurse, reserve champion 
of the NCHA Non-Pro Futurity under 
Holmes and of the Open Super Stakes 
under Lloyd Cox. Nurse Mate is half-
brother to Nurse Elaine and Nurse 
Gray, each with earnings of more than 
$70,000, as well as Reys Highlight with 
$48,000, and Nurse Charles and Nurse 
Nellie, each with more than $35,000.
 “He’s a cool horse,” said Will of 
Nurse Mate. “He’s fun to ride and fun 
to watch. “He’s just one of those that’s 
different from the rest.”

Manion’s Evalita
Tommy Manion scored 217 points on 
Evalita, by Smart Lil Ricochet, the 
popular young sire that Manion stands 
at his ranch in Aubrey, TX, along with 
Smart Little Lena.
 “She’s green as far as being shown,” 
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Derby Non-Pro from page 1 

Yesterday’s leaders, left to right: Tommy Manion, Aubrey, TX, scored 217 on Evalita, by Smart Lil Ricochet; Bob Parsons, Congerville, IL, marked 216.5 riding Luckys Little Pistol, by 
Smart Little Pistol; Mary Ann Rapp, shown with daughter Emma, earned 216 points on Hold On Loosely, by Dual Pep.



said Manion. “She came late, but she’s 
really made a fun mare.”
 Evalita, a half-sister to sire Smart 
Mate, acquired EPM as a three-year-
old in training with Roger Wagner, and 
missed the NCHA Futurity, as well as 
six months of conditioning. Since she 
returned to competition two months 
ago, Evalita has been in the hands of 
trainer Kory Pounds.
 “Kory’s done a wonderful job with 
her,” said Manion. “She’s a typical 
Ricochet. She’s very cowy, a big stopper, 
very smart and very quick.”

Parsons’ Pistol
It was a good day all around for Bob 
Parsons. Just hours before he was 
slated to show yesterday afternoon, 
Parsons brought his wife, Terri, home 
from the hospital, where she had been 
since last Wednesday, recuperating 
from emergency surgery for a ruptured 
appendix.
 Then Parsons rode Luckys Little 
Pistol,  by Smart Little Pistol, to score 
216.5 points.
 “I’d only been riding him for a little 
bit, when he hurt himself in Augusta,” 
noted Parsons. “So he’s just now coming 
back. He’s pretty green yet - almost like 
a three-year-old.”
 Two years ago during the Summer 
Spectacular, Parsons’ heavy equipment 
manufacturing business in Eureka, IL 
was leveled by an F-4 tornado. Fortu-

nately, none of Parsons’ 200 employees 
were injured. But in order to focus on 
getting the business back up and run-
ning, Parsons sold all of his cutting 
horses.
 Today, Parsons Manufacturing is 
once again a vital business and Bob 
is back into cutting, with a ranch in 
Weatherford managed by trainer John 
Paxton, who turned in his non-pro card 
just last year.
 “We didn’t really set out to make 
it happen that way. It just did,” said 
Parsons. “But we’re thrilled to death. 
John is a wonderful person and we get 
along good.”
 Parsons purchased Luckys Little 
Pistol, his first mount since the tornado, 
sight unseen last October, from trainer 
Sam Shepard .
 “You don’t do that very often,” said 
Parsons. “But I’ve known Sam for a 
long time and he’s someone who you 
can trust.” 

Rapp holds on loosely
Mary Ann Rapp, the first rider in the 
sixth set, had heard about the fifth 
bunch. “I feel a little better when Phil 
(Rapp) settles them because he does a 
really good job, especially on tougher 
cattle,” she said. “My game plan was 
just to stay clean”
 Rapp’s run went according to plan, 
with 216 points on Hold On Loosely, 
by Dual Pep and out of major event 

champion Tap O Lena.
 Phil and Mary Ann, perennial 
leading owners and breeders, have con-
signed Hold On Loosely to the Summer 
Spectacular Sale this Friday.
 “She’s really solid and really cow 
smart,” said Mary Ann. “But I need to 
cut back. My priorities have changed 
with our second baby (Emma, born last 
February).”

“Men’s natures are alike, 

it is their habits that 

carry them far apart.” 

Confucius 
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DON’T MISS THE

Hoffbrau Steak House 
Customer Appreciation Party

Friday ★ July 28 ★ 12:00-2:00 p.m.
in front of the M.L. Leddy’s Booth 

in the Exhibit Hall

Yesterday’s leaders, left to right: Linda Holmes, Longmont, CO, scored 216 points on Halreycious, by Dual Rey; Dusty Adams, Dublin, TX, rode Reyann Hickory, by Dual Rey, to earn 
216 points; James Hooper, Decatur, AL, marked 216 aboard  Miss Gen Wine, by Hooper’s young sire Mr Skyline Peppy.
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Cartoonist Jerry McAdams, “that cow art guy,” is  publisher of the Hico News Review and a nationally recognized artist whose favorite 
subjects are horses and cattle. 
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