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WEDNESDAY, JULY 19, 2006

Daily Chatter sponsored by Western Bloodstock

AN OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE NATIONAL CUTTING HORSE ASSOCIATION
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WEDNESDAY’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.
CL/CH Amateur 1st go-round
Derby Amateur FINALS

CL/CH Non-Pro FINALS

THURSDAY’S SCHEDULE

Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

CL/CH Amateur 1st go-round

FRIDAY’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.
Derby Open 1st go-round
SPONSORS CUTTING

CL/CH Amateur FINALS

SATURDAY’S SCHEDULE

Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

Open Derby 1st go-round
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GREATAMERICAN,

INSURANCE GROUP
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FRNTRONAL VOUTH CLITTING
HOREE ASSOCIATED

Burgess and Anderson

are Youth champions
Hatchett wins Amateur round

Rosemary Atwood, Weatherford, TX, was yesterday s Derby Amateur high-scoring rider on John Three

Seventeen with 216 points — the second highest score of the go-round.

CHA Junior Youth Rookie
Nof the Year Tasha Bur-

gess, 15, added another
title to her roster with a win in
the Senior Youth Scholarship
Cutting on Monday. Riding her
mother Traci’s horse, La Femme
Nikita, Tasha scored 152 points
late in the first of three sets to
win over 48 other Senior Youth
finalists. Cheyenne Moore, 16,
Buffalo, TX, and Laura Fenimore,
16, Bend, OR, were co-reserve
champions with 148.5 points
scored on Stylish Playin and Mr
Beamon, respectively.

“] was just trying to keep a
cool head and think straight, and
not fall off,” said Tasha, whose
father is trainer Jon Burgess.

Traci Burgess rode La Femme
Nikita to win the 2004 NCHA
World Finals in the Novice Non-
Pro and handed the reins over to
her daughter, when Tasha won
the Youth division on the mare
at the 2005 Houston Livestock
Show. Tasha also placed eighth
in the 2005 Junior Youth World
standings riding La Femme

Continued on page 2



Left to right: Tasha Burgess, 15, Perrin, TX, Senior Youth Scholarship Cutting Champion with

3 1L F
152 points aboard La Femme Nikita; Caleb Anderson, 13, Weatherford, TX, Junior

Youth Scholarship Cutting Champion with 149 points on Sun Valley Shorty; Jody Hatchett, 18, Moscow, TN, go-round winner with 219 points in Derby Amateur competition riding

Platinum Bob, by Bob Acre Doc.
Youth, from page 1

Nikita.

“She’s named after a German assas-
sin and that’s pretty much her attitude,”
said Tasha of the eight-year-old daugh-
ter of Choice Acres. “She’d rather be left
alone. If she’s not left alone, she gets
grouchy. But she’s really smart and I
love her to death.”

Traci Burgess was attracted to
La Femme Nikita in the 1999 NCHA
Futurity Sales catalog because of the
filly’s name, which also belonged to
a character in the movie by the same
name. Traci mentioned the horse to her
husband, who surprised her with the La
Femme Nikita, after the sale.

Traci trained the mare herself, tied
to win a go-round at the Super Stakes on
her, qualified for the finals of numer-
ous limited age event and earned nearly
$60,000 on her back.

Tasha learned to cut when she was
nine and started showing when she was
11. She quit after three years and only
got back in the sport last year due in
part to La Femme Nikita — and to the
influence of her friends.

“I got tired of it when I was younger
and really didn’t see any point in doing
it,” she admitted. “Then I saw all my
friends competing and having fun and
getting to win all this cool stuff, so I
thought it would be fun to try it.

“It can be difficult,” she added. “Just
holding on to that mare is hard for me.
It takes quite a bit of practice, but if you

You say it’s
your birthday!

|

t,‘i'.._"’_.t..e- These NCHA members
| AT are celebrating their birthday today.
Lelsie Amstutz............ Cleveland, OK Elizabeth Lowe........ Weatherford, TX
Keith Barnett ................ Brenham, TX Jodie Marsh................ Scottsdale, AZ
Paula Barnett................ Brenham, TX Terry Martin .................. Hensley, AR
K. Boebel ......... West Alexandria, OH Dean M Mathison . Saint Charles, MN
Henry Bright................. Raceland, LA Sue Mathison ....... Saint Charles, MN
Buddy Burk..................... Woody, CA Bob D Mayfield.......... Wills Point, TX
Gala Chapman............... Camden, AL Shaun Mcbride ... Mount Sterling, OH
Paul EClark .....ccoceenen.. Saint Jo, TX Jessy Mclauchlin......... Jacksboro, TX
Dana Cole ................. Terra Bella, CA Kathleen Nicoll............ Bridgeton, NJ
William J Curry ............ Elk Point, SD Scott Overcash................... Santo, TX
Doreen Diggs........... Williamston, MI Lee R Patten .........cc.coeeueenen. Lehi, UT
Susan Ray ........ccc....... Bridgeport, TX Tami Paul....................... George, WA
Kaci Jo Evans............... Jackson, MO Nancie Paxton................ Millsap, TX
Frank Foti................... Woodside, CA James Payne................... Oxford, MS
Trey Fricke ..........coeevvnneenn. Celina, TX Vickie Richardson.......... Meridian, ID
Adam Godfrey ........ Talking Rock, GA Gerald Ricketts .......... Clay Center, KS
Allissia Hanke ...................... Canada Vivian Robertson..... Paso Robles, CA
Freddie Hemmelder ... Bridge City, LA Rosemary T Roney...... Whitefish, MT
Gina Hudson ............... Belvidere, NE Nina Russell ........................ May, TX
Darwin Jensen.................. Burley, ID Joan Senn ....................... Snyder, TX
Butch Johnson.................... Lehi, UT Debra Sims............cccoeeevvunnn.e. Jay, OK
Raynell Kaminsky ............. Belton, TX Ricky Wade....................... Alma, GA
Milo KirK..ooeevenieeiieeeenenne. Celina, TX Grace Wilson................. Lemitar, NM
Craig Kissinger ............... Glenvil, NE
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Among the leaders in the Derby Amateur go-round: Tom Bailey, Carbondale, CO, who earned the third-highest score of 214.5 riding Play It Again Susie, by Tanyas Freckles; Hardy

Rogers, Madill, OK, with 214 points on Honest As Carl, by Little Trona; Milt Bradford, Weatherford, TX, with 213 aboard Kit Cat Merada, by High Brow Cat.

keep at it and try hard enough, you can
succeed.”

Tasha admitted that having two tal-
ented riders as parents is an advantage.
“They both know what they’re talking
about,” she noted. “But every now and
then, I just get mad and don’t want to
do what they say. It’s just one of those
things, when your parents tell you to
do something, you don’t always want
to do it. But when you end up doing it,
it usually ends up for the best.”

Tasha, a tenth grader from Perrin,
TX, hopes to study marine biology at
Texas A&M University.

Junior Youth champion

Caleb Anderson, 13, Weatherford, TX,
won the Junior Youth championship
with 149 points aboard Sun Valley
Shorty. Cameron Thompson, 12, Cross-
ville, TN, was reserve champion with
145 on Miss N Conversion.

“I really didn’t expect to win it,”
said Caleb, who has been a Summer
Spectacular Youth Scholarship finalist
three times out of the five times that he
has entered.

“I was pretty confident in my horse,
but with all the horses that were in it,
I didn’t think I was going to have a
chance of winning it.”

Caleb purchased seven-year-old Sun
Valley Shorty, by Shorty Lena, last year
from Jim Vangilder, who had shown
the gelding successfully in limited age
events to the tune of more than $170,000
in earnings.

“I'd heard that my horse had won
most of his money in this Coliseum,
so once I made the finals, I was pretty
excited and got more confident after
that,” said Caleb, who drew fifth to
work in the first bunch and sweated out
the wait.

“Watching the second set was so
hard,” he admitted. “Everybody said
I was going to win, but I was think-
ing that it’s not over until it’s over.
So I watched every horse and it was
tedious.”

Caleb ranked second to Tasha Bur-
gess in 2005 Junior Youth Rookie of the
Year standings.

According to scripture

Rosemary Atwood was a little appre-
hensive riding to the herd as the ninth
rider in the fifth bunch of the NCHA
Derby Amateur go-round. As it turned
out, Atwood’s fears were groundless.
She rode John Three Seventeen to mark
216 points - the high score of the day
and the second-heighest score of the
go-round.

“The horse that I rode in the first set
(Hickory Indian High) got too relaxed
and just quit,” noted Atwood. “So I
was a little nervous going on this one.
But he’s really animated and they kept
telling me to just keep using my feet.
The cow stayed right there and my help
talked me right through it.”

Atwood and her husband, trainer
Billy Atwood, purchased the Smart
Little Jerry son, out of Malenas Gun, as

a yearling, during the NCHA Futurity
Sales. The gelding’s name was inspired
by Rosemary’s desire to name a horse
for a verse of Bible scripture. She and
Billy settled on John Three Sixteen only
to find that another horse had already
been named for that well-known
verse.

“God worked it out that is was John
Three Seventeen,” said Rosemary. “A lot
of people know what John 3:16 says, but
don’t know John 3:17, so they have to
look it up. I did, too.”

The Atwoods own a full-brother to
John Three Seventeen that they also
plan to name after a verse of scrip-
ture.

Jody Hatchett, 18, Moscow, TN,
earned 219 points on Platinum Bob, by
Bob Acre Doc, late Monday night to win
the go-round with 219 points.

Don’t miss the
Sponsors Cutting
on Friday

AR

“Don’t be discouraged.
It’s often the last key

in the bunch that
opens the lock.”

TN

Luke 12:31
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" lieLLo, AGAIN. ITS ME.
PemEMBERY THE cDW You
SUEULD HAVE CUT INSTEAD
OF THAT OME THAT G0T
AWAY [N THE FINALS?

Cartoonist Jerry McAdams, “that cow art guy,” is publisher of the Hico News Review and a nationally recognized artist whose favorite

subjects are horses and cattle.

Summer Spectacular event sponsors

Jeskey's

Boehringer
Ingelheim
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KO =
Trading
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