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Galyean wins average 

McKenzie Merrill, The Colony, TX, rode Dualin For Chics, by Dual Pep, to win the second go-round of 
Classic/Challenge competition with 219 points.
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MONDAY’S SCHEDULE

YOUTH GRAND ENTRY at 7:30 a.m.

Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

Junior Youth FINALS

Senior Youth FINALS

CL/CH Open FINALS

CL/CH Limited Non-Pro FINALS

Derby Amateur 1st go-round

TUESDAY’S SCHEDULE

Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

Derby Amateur 1st go-round

Non-Pro Wildcard

WEDNESDAY’S SCHEDULE

Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

CL/CH Amateur 1st go-round

Derby Amateur FINALS

CL/CH Non-Pro FINALS McKenzie Merrill, who 
won the 1999 NCHA 
Derby Limited Non-Pro 

on Roobun, won the second go-
round with 219 points yesterday, 
on Dualin For Chics, by Dual 
Pep.
 “He’s probably my favorite 
horse that I’ve ridden in a long 
time,” said Merrill. “He’s just so 
flowy and smooth and we get 
along so well.”
 Merrill and the five-year-old 
gelding worked two cows to the 
buzzer. “We picked those two 
cows and it just worked out,” she 
said. “My help told me twelve 

seconds and the cow was kind 
of running out of air. I knew 
it wasn’t going to turn for the 
worse, so I just decided to stay, 
instead of trying to hurry and 
chip another one and have some-
thing go wrong.”
 Dualin For Chics contracted 
EPM at three and missed much 
of his four-year-old season. At 
that time, Andy Sherrerd showed 
the horse occasionally for Jim 
Bloomer, who preferred to show 
reiners. Since Sherrerd trained 
out of the Merrill family’s barn in 

 Continued on page 2

McKenzie Merrill claims second round



You say it’s 
your birthday!

These NCHA members 
are celebrating their birthday today.

Purcell, OK, McKenzie had the chance 
to watch Dualin For Chics develop.
 “I’d always liked him,” she noted. 
“He’s been a dream horse really. I 
bought him last January and we made 
the finals in Vegas in February.”
 Since Merrill sold her four-year-old 
Alotta Play Time to Phil Hanson, Dualin 
For Chics has been her only cutting 
mount. But she has a three-year-old 
Playin Stylish daughter that she plans 
to show in the NRHA Snaffle Bit Futu-
rity.
 “Todd Crawford (reining horse 
trainer) lives only about fifteen minutes 
from my parents’ place, so I took les-
sons a couple of years ago and its pretty 
addicting,” Merrill explained about her 
venture into a new arena.
 Merrill’s father, Frank Merrill, also 
qualified for the Classic/Challenge Non-
Pro Finals with 430 points on Manastar, 
by Starlights Joy.
 Twenty riders with scores of 429.5 
and above qualified for the Non-Pro 
Finals.
 Wes Galyean, who won the 2004 
NCHA Open Futurity on Spots Hot, tal-
lied 436 points — the high cumulative 
score — with 220.5 points in the first 
round and 215.5 in the second, on the 
five-year-old Chula Dual son, who has 
already earned more than $400,000 in 
earnings.
 McKenzie Merrill and 2005 NCHA 
Super Stakes Non-Pro champion Paula 

K C Annison .................. Zachary, LA
Juanita Ardis ............... Hartsville, SC
Medina Ausmus ......... La Marque, TX
John Berilla ........................ Boise, ID
Junior Bieser .... Saint Genevieve, MO
A J Burmaster II ........Mandeville, LA
Patrick Cassady .............Durham, CA
Joe Clark ..................... Brierfi eld, AL
Chris Covell .............San Antonio, TX
Gerry Covert ................... Safford, AZ
Lorry J Dupuy ........... Thibodaux, LA
Kimberly Ferrante ............. Somis, CA
Lisa Frausto ................Royse City, TX
Joe J Gonzales ...............Amherst, TX
Sammy Griffi n ........... Prairie Hill, TX
Tommy H Haralson ...... Lagrange, GA
Wilson Horton .................Dexter, MO
Caroline Jasch ....... Michigan City, IN
Connie Jess ....................... Tracy, CA
D J Kimbrough .............Sarcoxie, MO

Stan Kulikowski .........Flemington, NJ
Marcus J Lane .........Weatherford, TX
David Leonard .............. Lebanon, VA
Jerry Linaweaver .... Leavenworth, KS
Tim Montz ............. Wichita Falls, TX
Kimberley Nelson .... Georgetown, TX
Jerrod W Nichols .............. Diboll, TX
Richard A Nieman ............ Perris, CA
Larry Pittman .................Abilene, TX
Jason Priest ...............Red Lodge, MT
Lynda M Ray ...................Albert, NM
Stan Risetter .............Whitesboro, TX
Tim Rollins ................ Mc Kenzie, TN
A J Romano .....................Bishop, GA
Marco Salvatori .........................Italy
Norma Jean Stewart .......... Bowie, TX
Michael Surratt ........Saint James, MO
Tanner Val ..............Queen Creek, AZ
Tracy Vanderhoef ...........Oakdale, CA
John David Wallace . Stephenville, TX

Second go-round competition, from page 1 

Among sunday’s high-scoring riders in the Classic/Challenge Non-Pro second round, left to right: Paula Wood, Stephen-
ville, TX, with a cumulative of 434.5 on Donas Cool Cat, by High Brow Cat; Sally; Skip Queen, Lipan, TX, who scored 
218 points on Glows, by Smart Lil Ricochet; Wes Galyean, who rode Spots Hot to earn the top cumulative of 436.

Wood tied with the second-highest 
cumulative score of 434.5.



 “She’s special,” said Paula Wood 
of her mount Donas Cool Cat, who 
marked 219 and 215.5, respectively, in 
the Non-Pro go-rounds, and 218.5 in the 
first round of Open competition under 
Jeremy Barwick.
 “She was a little sore in the (Open) 
second go-round,” Wood explained. 
“She sprained her ankle a little bit in 
the practice pen.
 “We’ve been icing her and she 
seems fine now. She’s tough. Some 
horses get a little scratch and think 
they’re going to die. Not her.”
 Wood and her husband, trainer 
Kobie Wood, purchased Donas Cool Cat 
last January from client Ken Hammett, 
who had named the mare for his wife.
 “That mare is a good mama,” said 
Wood of Donas Cool Cat’s dam, Sweet 
Peppy Again. “We have one out of her 
by Duals Blue Boon coming to the Futu-
rity this year that Ken still owns. I wish 
I owned it. But I can’t have them all.”
 Paula and Kobie have been busy this 
week shuttling between Will Rogers 
Coliseum and Watt Arena, where their 
daughter Lane was the third-highest 
scoring rider in the Junior Youth go-
round aboard My Blue Hagan, a major 
winner for both Paula and Kobie. Lane’s 
cousin, Kate Rogers, also rode My Blue 
Hagan to qualify for the Senior Youth 

Finals.
 Skip Queen and Clay McCullar each 
marked 218 points as the second-highest 
scoring riders in the second go-round.
 McCullar rode six-year-old Duals 
Play Kit, who had scored 227 points 
under Shannon Hall the night before, 
in the Open Wildcard.
 “To see what that mare did last night 
(Saturday) gave me a lot of confidence,” 
said McCullar, who has ridden the Kit 
Dual daughter to earn seven champion 
and reserve titles in both non-pro and 
amateur major limited age events.
 “I’ve learned so much from her and 
she’s been so good to me, the way I’ve 
messed up so many times,” he added.
 As a four-year-old, Duals Play Kit 
went to the herd 13 times while quali-
fying for open, non-pro and amateur 
competition in the NCHA Super Stakes, 
where she was Limited Non-Pro co-
champion.
 Skip Queen, Lipan, TX, rode Glows, 
a five-year-old son of Smart Lil Ricochet 
trained by Paul Hansma.
 “He was a little green starting out 
in his four-year-old year, but he finally 
gathered it up and he’s a fun little 
horse to have,” said Queen, whose wins 
aboard the gelding include the West 
Texas Futurity, Nashville, Vegas, and 
the Bonanza.

Thank you Boehringer-Ingelheim Vetmedica, Inc; 
Elaine Hall; and the Walton Family Foundation for 
your support of the NYCHA Scholarship Programs.

Special correspondent Heather Raftery of Green Valley, 
AZ, is reporting on NYCHA activities at the Summer 
Spectacular in a blog at hrblog.chatteronline.com, and 
in the September issue of the Chatter.

“Fiction is obliged to stick to 
possibilities. Truth isn’t.” 

Mark Twain

�

Classic/Challenge Non-Pro second round high-scoring riders, left to right: Clay McCullar, Baird, TX, earned 218 points, Sunday’s second-highest score, on Duals Play Kit;  Russ De 
Cordova, Groesbeck, TX, with 217 points on Playin With Diamonds, by Playin Stylish; Khader Daoud, Baker, FL, with 217 points on Peponita Times Two, by Pa Pete Bolton.

 Russ De Cordova, Groesbeck, TX, 
rode homegrown Playin With Dia-
monds, by Playin Stylish, to earn 217 
points.
 “She reminds me a lot of her mother,” 
noted De Cordova, whose whole family 
showed Parkmans Diamond, the dam of 
Playin With Diamonds. “They’re kind of 
late-maturing, but this mare has been 
good all along and she’s always cut.
 Playin With Diamonds was trained 
by Ronnie Rice, who gave De Cordova  
the breeding to Playin Stylish that 
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Cartoonist Jerry McAdams, “that cow art guy,” is  publisher of the Hico News Review and a nationally recognized artist whose favorite 
subjects are horses and cattle. 

Summer Spectacular event sponsors 
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