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Vangilder wins go-round 

Nelson Knight, Richmond, VA, was the high-scoring rider on the second day of Non-Pro Classic/Chal-
lenge first go-round competition with 217.5 points on Squeaky Cat, by High Brow Cat.
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SUNDAY’S SCHEDULE

Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

Classic/Challenge

Non-Pro 2nd go-round

Senior Youth go-round, cont.

(Youth in Watt Arena)

MONDAY’S SCHEDULE

YOUTH GRAND ENTRY 7:30 a.m.

Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

Junior Youth FINALS

Senior Youth FINALS

CL/CH Open FINALS

CL/CH Limited Non-Pro FINALS

Derby Amateur 1st go-round

TUESDAY’S SCHEDULE

Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

Derby Amateur 1st go-round

Non-Pro Wildcard
Jim Vangilder, who was co-

champion — with Scott Fer-
guson — of the 2005 NCHA 

Non-Pro Derby, won the first 
go-round of the Non-Pro Clas-
sic/Challenge with 222 points  
aboard Catting.
 Saturday’s high-scoring rider, 
on the last day of the first round, 
was Nelson Knight, who marked 
217.5 points on five-year-old 
Squeaky Cat, by High Brow Cat.
 “Everything just lined up,” 
said Knight, who also qualified 
for the second round with 210 
points on Decimate. “The horse 
did a fantastic job.”
 Nelson’s  father, Glade Knight, 
who owns Slate River Ranch,  
Weatherford, TX, home of Play-

dox, Bobs Freckles and That Sly 
Cat, qualified for the second go-
round aboard Miss Hickory Dox 
and Play With Sugar.
 “John Mitchell has done a 
great job,” said Nelson of Slate 
River’s resident trainer, who 
keeps the Knights well-mounted. 
Nelson’s wife, Suzanne, will 
show in the Amateur division.
 Suzanne Thomas, Savan-
nah, TN, was the day’s second-
highest scoring rider with 217 
points on Athena Puddy Cat, 
the six-year-old High Brow Cat 
son that Thomas rode as reserve 
champion of this year’s Memphis 
Classic.

 Continued on page 2

Duals Play Kit scores 227 in Wild Card



You say it’s 
your birthday!

These NCHA members 
are celebrating their birthday today.

 “Brad Mitchell trained him and 
Neil Roger took over because I wanted 
(the horse) in Texas,” noted Thomas, 
a former counselor with a doctorate in 
psychology, and an advocate for abused 
women and children whose first novel, 
Stumbling Stone, has just been pub-
lished to excellent national reviews.
 “Waiting on a book to be reviewed 
is a million times worse than (the 
suspense of cutting),” said Thomas. 
“It took four years of hard, hard work, 
and a lot of it was written here, in the 
Coliseum.”
 Thomas’ novel deals with the 
insidious spread of methamphetamine 
addiction and the Mafia in small town 
America.

Wildcard winner
Duals Play Kit and Shannon Hall 
knocked one out of the park last night 
with a 227-point performance in the 15-
horse Classic/Challenge Wildcard. The 
win gives the pair a spot in the Open 
Finals on Monday.
 Duals Play Kit, owned by Clay 
McCullar, Baird, TX, missed qualifying 
by one point in the go-rounds.
 Earlier yesterday afternoon, McCul-
lar rode his six-year-old homegrown Kit 
Dual daughter to score 214.5 points in 
the Non-Pro division.
 Duals Play Kit, champion or reserve 
in seven major events, has earnings of 
more than $150,000.

Ronnie Joseph Baca ..........Aztec, NM
Linda Braman .................... Ocala, FL
Debbie L Branum .....Weatherford, TX
Gene Burns ..................Powderly, TX
Cavin Ray Collins ............ Metter, GA
Nancy Condit ..........Frenchtown, MT
Terry Dunn ...................... Olean, MO
Kyle Gilmour ................ Faulkton, SD
Roy Harden .............Weatherford, TX
Michael Henderson .. Stephenville, TX
J D Henley ................... Stratford, TX
John Hofeldt ............Green River, WY
Rick Johnson .............Culbertson, NE
Gloria Lopes .......... Junction City, OR
Tracey Marcello ................. Lithia, FL
Virginia Martin ........... Jacksboro, TX
Brian Montgomery .....Greenwich, OH
Buddy Moore .................Sapulpa, OK

Ryan A Noll .................. Hillsboro, IA
Candland Olsen ........... Bountiful, UT
Martin Peele ................Asheboro, NC
Barry Brent Phillips .....Jonesboro, AR
Kenneth Platt .............. Ft Lupton, CO
Dee Riley .................. Albert Lea, MN
Gary Schenck ................Danville, CA
Cindy Stefka ................ Corvallis, MT
Leon Sutton ............. Box Springs, GA
Michael Sweetland ............ Keene, CA
Sylvia Taylor .................... Minco, OK
Sarah Tornare ........... Carbondale, CO
Cheryl Updegraff ........... Corning, CA
Reagon Walker ..................Ennis, TX
William Wells ................. Tenaha, TX
Bob Wendel ....................Bastrop, TX
Tyler Weyer ............... Columbus, MT
J R Williams ............ Camp Verde, AZ

First go-round competition, from page 1 

Among Saturday’s high-scoring riders in the Classic/Challenge Non-Pro first round, left to right: Suzanne Thomas, Savannah, TN, rode Athena Puddy Cat, by High Brow Cat, to 
earn 217 points; Alice Walton, Mineral Wells, TX, scored 216.5 points on RW Sallycat, a full sister to NCHA Horse of the Year Boon San Kitty, by High Brow Cat out of Boon San 
Sally; Nancy Graham, Lady Lake, FL, scored 216 points on  Nitas Sweet Wood, by Nitas Wood.

Thank you Boehringer-Ingelheim Vetmedica, Inc; 
Elaine Hall; and the Walton Family Foundation for 
your support of the NYCHA Scholarship Programs.



 
 

 R1 R2 Comb Horse Sex Sire Dam Dam’s Sire Rider Owner

 219 218.5 437.5 Spookys Catmando S High Brow Cat San Starlight Grays Starlight Gary Gonsalves Jeff & Kay Barnes

 215 222 437 Aristo Katz M Smart Aristocrat Katz High Brow Cat Clint Allen Jack & Susan Waggoner

 219 217 436 Patrick La Dual S CD Olena Patty La Dual Dual Pep Paul Hansma Christy & Dub Leeth

 219 217 436 Quintan Blue M Mecom Blue Quiolena CD Olena Roger Wagner Jon Winkelried

 216 219.5 435.5 Pepto Rio Playboy S Peptoboonsmal Barbi Freckles Rio Freckles Playboy J B Mclamb Tim Brewer

 219.5 216 435.5 Reys Dual Badger S Dual Rey Lipshy Haidas Little Pep Darren Simpkins S & S Partners

 219 216.5 435.5 Widows Tears M Widows Freckles Keep It Personal Son Ofa Doc Austin Shepard Lauren Middleton

 214.5 220 434.5 Boon San Kitty M High Brow Cat Boon San Sally Boon Bar Ed Flynn Walton’s Rocking W Ranch

 217.5 217 434.5 Jazzy Little Melody M Dual Jazz Smart Little Leona Smart Little Lena Jason Clark Darren Blanton

 218 216.5 434.5 Nitas Sweet Son S Nitas Wood Sons Sweet Pea Son O Sugar Ronnie Rice Nancy & Jim Graham

 216.5 218 434.5 Playboys Lil Smarty G Freckles Playboy Smart Little Christa Smart Little Lena Tag Rice E J Huntley

 218.5 216 434.5 Ride N Merada M Shorty Lena Ride A Merada Freckles Merada Roger Wagner Jim Vangilder

 218 216.5 434.5 Show Biz Ben S Show Biz Billy Haidas Amour Haidas Little Pep Austin Shepard Becky Elliott

 216 218 434 Jazzy Lil Gunner M Young Gun Docs Jazzy Ann Son Ofa Doc Steve Oehlhof Jerry White

 218 216 434 KL Dual Glo M Dual Pep Glo Wrangler Doc’s Wrangler Sean Flynn Kenneth & Angela Cronan

 217.5 216.5 434 Light N Lena S Grays Starlight Little Missie Lena Smart Little Lena Philip Rapp Billy Martin

 216 218 434 Playboys A Smarty S Smart Little Lena Lenas Playgirl Freckles Playboy Shane Stovall Cotton/davis

 217.5 216 433.5 Lena Brow M High Brow Hickory Corchalena Smart Little Lena Donnie O’brien Dean Terry

 219 214.5 433.5 Mates Little Cokette M Smart Mate Cokette Doc Quixote Jason Clark Darren Blanton

 218.5 214.5 433 Bearlyaboonsmal M Peptoboonsmal Bearly Smart Smart Little Lena Terry Clifford Rocking MK Farm

 214.5 218.5 433 Cowcattin S Cattin Smokee Uno Mr Gun Smoke Kobie Wood Cotton/Davis

 218 215 433 Hickory Lena Star S High Brow Hickory Betsy Lena Star Lenas Star Brad Mitchell PSF Partnership

 218 215 433 RBR Lady Belle M Shorty Lena SR Lady Tari Doc Tari Russ Westfall Larry & Claire Wilson

 216.5 216.5 433 RW Sallycat M High Brow Cat Boon San Sally Boon Bar Ed Flynn Walton’s Rocking W Ranch

 216 216 432 *Duals Play Kit M Kit Dual Playgiarism Freckles Playboy Shannon Hall Clay McCullar

    *(wild card winner)

2006 NCHA CLASSIC CHALLENGE OPEN FINALISTS

Buster Welch presented Lindsey Weander of Valentine, Nebraska with the Whitney and 
Greg Welch Memorial Sportsmanship Award at the NYCHA Banquet Friday night. The 
prestigious award is given to a youth who demonstrates sportsmanship, horsemanship 
and respect for fellow competitors.

Above: Four members were inducted 
into the NYCHA Hall of Fame Friday. 
From left, they are Ryan McCarty, Mica 
Motes, Mitch Straub and Evan Wells.

Right: Young cutters tried their hand 
at cutting ducks in the Watt Arena 
yesterday morning.

Photos by special correspondent 
Heather Raftery. Don’t miss Heather’s 
NYCHA blog and photos online at 
hrblog.chatteronline.com.
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Cartoonist Jerry McAdams, “that cow art guy,” is  publisher of the Hico News Review and a nationally recognized artist whose favorite 
subjects are horses and cattle. 

Summer Spectacular event sponsors 
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