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Vangilder tops with 222 
Galyean second with 220.5

Jim Vangilder, Jackson, MO, shown here with helper Kelly Conroy, scored 222 points on Catting, by 
High Brow Cat, to take the lead in the first go-round.
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SATURDAY’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

Classic/Challenge

Non-Pro 1st go-round

Open Wildcard

SUNDAY’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

Classic/Challenge

Non-Pro 2nd go-round

Senior Youth go-round, cont.

(Youth in Watt Arena)

MONDAY’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

Junior Youth FINALS

Senior Youth FINALS

CL/CH Open FINALS

Derby Amateur 1st go-round

TUESDAY’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

Derby Amateur 1st go-round

Non-Pro Wildcard
Jim Vangilder, who won the 

2005 NCHA Non-Pro Derby 
on Quintan Blue, scored 222 

points on Catting to top yester-
day’s Non-Pro competition.
 Paula Wood, another former 
NCHA Non-Pro Derby champion 
(1997), had set the pace with 219 
points aboard Donas Cool Cat, 
also by High Brow Cat, late in the 
second bunch. Vangilder was the 
second rider in the third bunch.
 “The cattle had been a little 
tough early in the bunches, so we 
just tried to make sure we got up 
out of the herd,” said Vangilder. 
“We cut three cows on our list 
and they worked out well.”
 Vangilder purchased Cat-
ting as a four-year-old from Ron 
Knutson, Spokane, WA, after 

Roger Wagner, Vangilder’s resi-
dent trainer, tried the horse and 
liked him. “He felt good to Roger 
and he had a real cool way of 
moving,” said Vangilder.
 “He was real wild, but we 
thought if we could slow him 
down and get him comfortable, 
he’d make a nice horse for us. He 
still gets a little wild and out of 
control, but most of the time he’s 
nice and smooth. He’s a lot of fun 
to ride because he gets down so 
low and is so soft and smooth.”
 The six-year-old gelding has 
earned more than $168,000. 
 Vangilder also scored 209 
points on Mates Ir ish Rose, 
a six-year-old mare by Smart 
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You say it’s 
your birthday!

These NCHA members 
are celebrating their birthday today.

Mate. “I cut a tough cow to begin with 
and we just didn’t work real well,” he 
explained. “But maybe we’ll get a shot 
at the Wildcard.”
 Although Quintan Blue was a leader 
under Wagner in the Open go-rounds, 
Vangilder will not be showing the 
famous mare, who at five has earned 
nearly $400,000. Six weeks ago, Van-
gilder sold her to Jon Winkelreid, 46, 
Short Hills, NJ, who has just been made 
co-president, along with Gary Cohn, of 
Goldman Sachs, following the confirma-
tion of former chairman and CEO Henry 
Paulson as the new U.S. Secretary of the 
Treasury. In a filing with the Securities 
and Exchange Commission, Winkelreid 
said that he owns 2.32 million shares 
of common stock, which had a value of 
$345.1 million.
 Vangilder would not confirm or 
deny Quintan Blue’s reported selling 
price of $1.5 million, but he said, “That 
(price) is certainly in the ballpark. She’s 
the best mare that I’ve seen since I’ve 
been in the business and it was going to 
take a big number. It was a big enough 
sum that it certainly got my atten-
tion.”
 Vangilder, 60, divides his time 
between his home in Jackson, MO,  and 
his ranch in Weatherford. He broke into 
cutting in a big way, shortly after he 
sold his manufacturing business and 
won the 2002 NCHA Amateur Derby, 
with less than one year of riding experi-

Robert A Anderson ...............Mayetta, KS
Steve Andrus .....................Corsicana, TX
Todd Banner .......................Corvallis, MT
William Banner .........................Galt, CA
Bryan Barton ............................ Elko, NV
Gary Bellenfant ....................De Leon, TX
Elizabeth Brumbaugh ..... Weatherford, TX
Kenneth E Chartier ......... Marine City, MI
Rodger Clark Dvm .........Fountain Inn, SC
Johnie Clem ............... Baxter Springs, KS
Doug Cook ............................ Clovis, NM
Marilyn Cottar ................ Springtown, TX
Chuck Curtis ............... Mineral Wells, TX
Bill Davis ............................Old Fort, TN
Robert Dewitt ............................ Troy, MI
Tim Drummond ................ Pawhuska, OK
Alfred  (Cookie) Gassiot .........Vinton, CA
Joe Gotti ............................. Cushing, TX
Callie Gray ................................. Canada
Elsa Grether ...................... Pasadena, CA
Julie Hansma ................. Weatherford, TX
Heather Harmon ....................... Tolar, TX
Danny Iannicello ........................ Canada
Jeanelle Jackson .................. Paradise, TX
Jodi Johnson ................Fort Klamath, OR
Darren Todd Keeling .........Stark City, MO
James P Keller ...................Evansville, IN
Paul Kleinpeter .............Montgomerly, TX

Steve Koehn .................... Livingston, CA
Cathy Ledbetter .................. Brandon, MS
Ernie Liebhardt ....................Hollister, CA
David Matheson ......................... Canada
Jim McCain ......................... Graham, TX
Bill McNichol ........................ Yardley, PA
Yoly Nelson ........................ Burleson, TX
Scotty Noles ..................... Woodland, AL
Gene Perry ............................ Barlett, TN
Delisa Read ............................. Santo, TX
Reba Rogers .............................Lipan, TX
Leesa Schmid .................... Hinckley, MN
Michael Simmons ...................Parker, CO
Jennifer Smith ....... Castalian Springs, TN
Mareese Starrak .......................Aiken, SC
Brooke Stone ..................Watsonville, CA
Boyd Summerhays .................. Sandy, UT
Michael Don Swenson ......... Holladay, UT
Carla Taylor ........................Houston, MO
Dean Terry ..........................De Soto, MO
Sandy Vanlandingham .........Flagstaff, AZ
Cal E Varner ..................... Manchaca, TX
Lance P Welch ............... San Antonio, TX
Eugenia Welles .............. Punta Gorda, FL
James A White ............... Sugar Land, TX
Glen Wrigley ....................... Perkasie, PA
O L Young ..................... Stephenville, TX

First go-round competition, from page 1 1

Left to right: Wes Galyean, Ardmore, OK, 2004 NCHA Open Futurity champion on Spots Hot, scored 220.5 points on the sorrel stallion; Paula Wood, Stephenville, TX, had the 
day’s third-highest score of 219 on Donas Cool Cat, by High Brow Cat (Wood’s daughter, Lane, was the third-highest scoring rider in the Junior Youth competition); McKenzie 
Mullins, 15, Gordon, TX, scored 217 points on Belles N Bullets, by Smart Lil Ricochet, in her first time to show at a limited age event in Fort Worth.



ence. He has current NCHA earnings of 
$792,878.
 “Roger (Wagner) and Matt Gaines 
both put a lot of time in trying to teach 
me what I’m supposed to know,” said 
Vangilder. “I’m kind of like those 
horses. After being off a few days, I tend 
to forget. But they’ve done a good job on 
me and I appreciate all their efforts.”
 Winkelreid owns a ranch in Meeker, 
Colorado and has a daughter, Jen, who 
rides.

Spots Hot again
Wesley Galyean marked 220.5 points, 
yesterday’s second-highest score, on 
Spots Hot, the Chula Dual son that 
he rode to win the 2004 NCHA Open 
Futurity.
 “I got on him seven days ago for 
the first time since the Super Stakes 
Finals,” said Galyean, referring to the 
fact that Spots Hot has been standing 
to mares at EE Ranches Stallion Station 
in Whitesboro, TX. 
 Although he is a non-pro, because 
he has earned more than $200,000, 
Galyean is no longer eligible to show 
Spots Hot himself in open competition. 
The sorrel stallion with the dark spot 
on his hip has earnings of more than 
$400,000.

Mullins makes grade
McKenzie Mullins, 15, who claimed the 
2002 NCHA Reserve World Champion-
ship on Rosies Lena, scored 217 points 
yesterday in just her second time to 
show in a limited age event. She rode 

Dallas, TX, fractured his leg in eight 
places as the result of a skiing accident, 
shortly after Christmas. “I’ve gone to a 
couple of weekend cuttings and it’s feel-
ing pretty good,” he reported. “I’m a lot 
more focused now because I’m scared 
to have a wrong turn.”
 Jason Clark also qualified Jazzy 
Little Melody, who was started and 
trained by Graham Amos, for the Open 
Finals.

Left to right: Benjie Neely, Lyons, GA, marked 216.5 points on Annabella Lea, by Little Trona; Christy Leeth, Cleburne, TX, scored 216 on Open finalist Patrick La Dual, by CD Olena; 
2005 Classic/Challenge champion Candace Barwick, Stephenville, TX, marked 215.5 points on Freckles Royally Doc, by Freckles Fancy Twist.

six-year-old Belles And Bullets, owned 
by her mother and stepfather, Connie 
and Robert Rust.
 “It’s a little different for me because 
there’s a lot more money put up for this 
and I put in a lot more money,” said 
McKenzie. “So there’s a little bit more 
pressure there. But it’s fun all around. 
So I just try to relax and do my best 
every time I go down there.”

Leeth and La Dual
Christy Leeth, Cleburne, TX, scored 
216 points on Patrick La Dual, a leader 
going into the Open Finals under Paul 
Hansma.
 “He’s so much fun to ride,” said 
Leeth, who was reserve champion of  
2005 Non-Pro Bonanza aboard the CD 
Olena gelding. “He gets really low and 
I’m not so nervous that I can’t have a 
good time.”
 Leeth purchased Patrick La Dual 
from Bar H Ranche, after she watched 
Hansma ride the horse in the Open 
Futurity. “I went straight from the 
Futurity over to the practice pen,” she 
remembered. “He just threw me around 
like a rag doll. I asked Paul, ‘Do you 
think he’s too much horse for me?’ He 
said he didn’t think so.”

Blanton back in saddle
Darren Blanton returned to competition 
yesterday, following a six-month layoff, 
with two runs that will take him to the 
second go-round – 214 on Jazzy Little 
Melody and 213 on Smart Hickapep.
 Blanton, a venture capitalist from 

Special correspondent Heather Raftery of Green Valley, 
AZ, is reporting on NYCHA activities at the Summer 
Spectacular in a blog at hrblog.chatteronline.com, and 
in the September issue of the Chatter.

“To teach is to learn twice.” 
Joseph Joubert
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Cartoonist Jerry McAdams, “that cow art guy,” is  publisher of the Hico News Review and a nationally recognized artist whose favorite 
subjects are horses and cattle. 

Summer Spectacular event sponsors 

 Daily Chatter editor: Sally Harrison
Contributions, comments, 

and suggestions welcomed. 
sally@sallyharrison.com
www.sallyharrison.com
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