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You say it’s 
your birthday!

These NCHA members 
are celebrating their birthday today.

Diego Banuelos ..................Jacksboro, TX
James Barnett ........................Safford, AL
Candace Betancourt ....... Wichenburg, AZ
Beau Boles ............................ Clovis, NM
Maggie Brown ................Carson City, NV
Wendy Brown .....................Honedale, PA
Courtney Burton .............Paso Robles, CA
Lee Darling .....................Manchester, NH
Kelli Davis ............................ Melrose, FL
Whitney Denton ...................Sterling, UT
Josh Dozier ........................... Becker, MS
Al Bueno ................................ Miami, FL
Philip Friesen ..................Bakers�  eld, CA
Doug Fry ............................ Rosebud, AR
Terrill Heaton ................... Las Vegas, NV
Deborah Hedges ....... Mount Pleasant, TX
Jim Holmes ......................Longmont, CO
Timothy Horn ............... Queen Creek, AZ
Tami Hornick .......................Mcewen, TN
Scotty Hudson ................ New Castle, OK
Trey Hunt .......................... Simonton, TX
Ryan Jacques .................... Royse City, TX
Bill Job ............................. Maryville, MO
Robin Johnson ......................Jackson, SC
Larry Johnson ....................... Union, MO

Collbran Blue Larsen .............. Gruver, TX
Cliff Little ....................... Pelahatchie, MS
Harry Luge ....................... Scottsdale, AZ
Bob Lundgren ....................... Eltopia, WA
Kevin Luper ............................... Ada, OK
Mike Major ............................ Fowler, CO
Mandy Matthews .................. Atmore, AL
Rebecca McCue ....................... Reno, NV
Brent McCullar ................. Paragould, AR
Fred W Metzger .................... Manvel, TX
Patrick Murray ......................Victoria, TX
Sharon Nevitt ..................... Modesto, CA
Michelle Presley ................ Mans�  eld, AR
Dennis Prewett ................ Fort Worth, TX
Blake Redd ............................ Topeka, KS
Angela Redd .......................... Topeka, KS
Steven Schroeder ........... North Street, MI
Richmond Talbot Jr ................Sharon, CT
James Toney ..........................Decatur, IA
Greg Underwood ..................Bonham, TX
Alika Verzuh ....................... Waikoloa, HI
Regan Armentrout Waggie .....Doswell, VA
Glenn Watson ........................... Paris, TX
Randy White .................Newcambria, KS
Clint Williams ................. Palo Cedro, CA

Left to right: Sandy Bonelli, Weatherford, Texas, scored 220 points on Sues Barn Cat in the first round of non-pro competition; Sam Good, Mansfield, Texas, scored 217.5 points 
on Lynnies Cat; world renowned equine sculptor Jim Reno.

Irish Rose, and Sun Valley Shorty.
 Rock Creek Ranch resident trainer 
Roger Wagner qualified for the NCHA 
Derby Open Semi-Finals on Freckles 
Royally Doc.

Sandy Bonelli, 2004 NCHA Non-Pro 
Futurity champion on Midnight 

Rondeevous, was the second highest 
scoring rider from the first go-round 
with 220 points marked on Sues Barn 
Cat.
 This is the first time Bonelli has 
shown the High Brow Cat daughter 
since the Super Stakes, where she rode 
her as a finalist in the non-pro division 
and Andrew Coates, catch-riding for 
Gary Gonsalves,  showed her as a final-
ist in the Open division.
 “That mare was very good tonight,” 
said Bonelli, cutting’s all-time leading 
non-pro money earner, with $2.8 mil-
lion. “She was a little bit cow fresh on 
the first cow. It was like she was excited 
to be out there showing again.
 “It made me a little nervous because 
I didn’t want her jumping too far past 
a cow. But Gary Gonsalves trained her 
and she reverted right back to all of 
her old good training. That’s what’s 
nice about buying a mare trained by 
somebody as good as Gary.”
 Bonelli acquired Sues Barn Cat last 
August from her good friend Stephanie 
Roven.
 “I knew she was a great mare when I 
bought her,” she said. “She really wasn’t 
for sale, but Stephanie basically let me 

have her. She said that I needed to have 
that mare.”
 Sues Barn Cat also carried Bonelli 
as non-pro champion of the Bonanza, 

and as a non-pro finalist in the NCHA 
Futurity and the Abilene Spectacular. 
Coates rode her as an NCHA Futurity 
Open finalist, as well. ★



The Finalist, a life-size bronze 
created by equine sculptor Jim 
Reno, will be unveiled on July 

29 at its permanent home, in front of 
the National Cutting Horse Association 
offices at 260 Bailey Avenue in Fort 
Worth. The statue, which depicts a 
cutting horse and rider working a calf, 
is based on an existing trophy awarded 
to cutting event champions and was 
donated to NCHA by Anne Marion and 
the Burnett Foundation, Fort Worth, 
Texas.
 “The National Cutting Horse Asso-
ciation deeply appreciates the generos-
ity shown by Anne Marion and the 
Burnett Foundation in providing this 
statue,” said Jeff Hooper, Executive 
Director of the NCHA. “Jim Reno’s 
sculpture captures the essence of the 
cutting horse, and will be appreciated 
by our members, as well as the citizens 
of Fort Worth and its visitors.”
 Seventy-six year old Reno, a former 
cutting horse trainer who lives in Kerr-
ville, Texas, sold his first piece — a 
scaled-down model of a cowboy sitting 
on a horse and rolling a cigarette – 50 
years ago for $250. Thirty years later 
he paid $15,000 to buy it back for his 
private collection. 
 Recognized world-wide as one of 
the foremost contemporary sculptures 
of horses and Western art, Reno counts 
among his 15 monumental works a 
bronze of Secretariat that greets visitors 
to the Kentucky Horse Park in Lexing-
ton and a statue of Dash For Cash that 
graces the entrance to the American 
Quarter Horse Association in Amarillo, 
Texas. 
 Reno’s mother was an Irish immi-
grant who supported her two sons by 

working in an auto factory near New 
Castle, Indiana. At the age of seven, 
Reno earned a quarter a week cleaning 
stalls at the county fairgrounds. “That’s 
where it all started,” he said. “I’ve loved 
horses ever since.” 
 Reno graduated from the Herron 
Art Institute in Indianapolis in 1952, 
but turned down promising positions in 
New York and California, including one 
with Disney, to train horses in Texas, 
where he could be close to the culture 
and heritage he wished to depict.
 “When I moved to Texas, I felt like 
I was finally where I belonged,” said 
Reno. “My love of horses and the West-
ern life was fulfilled.”
 Wealthy Houstonian Douglas Mar-
shall hired Reno to ride his Arabian 
show horses, then he commissioned 
him to sculpt one of his stallions. The 
busier he became training horses, the 
more demand there was for Reno’s 
work as a sculptor. The combination of 
hands-on horsemanship and classical 
art education clearly set him apart from 
other artists.
 In 1973, Reno was commissioned to 
create a statute of the great Triple Crown 
winner Secretariat by the stallion’s 
breeder, Penny Chenery. 
 “Herbert Hazeltine was my hero 
when I was in art school,” said Reno. 
“He created the sculpture of Man 
O’War that’s at Kentucky Horse Park 
and I never dreamed, when I was in art 
school, that I’d have a life-size bronze 
sitting next to Herbert Hazeltine’s.”
 Reno measures all of his models 
and Secretariat and Dash For Cash 
were no exceptions. “It was interesting 
that one was a Thoroughbred and one 
was a Quarter Horse, but both were 

16.2 hands and they had identical 
measurements,” he noted. “They were 
magnificent animals. They both had 
what old horsemen referred to as ‘the 
look of eagles.’ They would stand there 
and look like they could see a hundred 
miles away.”
 Reno thinks that a good horseman 
is an artist in his own right. He holds 
the same high regard for the late cut-
ting horse trainer Shorty Freeman that 
he does for Hazeltine. Cutting legends 
Buster Welch and Matlock Rose are also 
in his gallery.
 “I remember when I was in art 
school, I would get in arguments with 
some of the other students because 
when I do a sculpture of a horse, it is 
more important to me that a horseman 
likes it than an art critic,” he said
 “That’s why it has worked for me 
-- because I am a horseman. You can’t 
criticize truth in art. Truth prevails. So 
if you know your subject, the critics 
can’t really disapprove of your work.”
 Critics and horsemen alike relate to 
Reno’s work. “The anatomical perfec-
tion of Jim Reno’s people and animals 
brings life to a legendary era,” said the 
late chewing gum magnate William 
Wrigley of Chicago, who owned several 
of Reno’s bronzes. “We share the spirit 
of that through his work.”
 “You can’t teach an artist how to put 
the spark of life into art,” Reno pointed 
out. “You have to put your passion into 
that piece to get that life. I tell young 
artists that they can do some nice work, 
but if they don’t have a passion for their 
subject, they will never do anything 
really great.
 “I think that is true in anything, 
even cutting.” ★

“It is better to deserve honors 

and not have them 

than to have them 

and not to deserve them.”

Mark Twain

The National Cutting Horse Association cordially invites you 
to attend the unveiling and dedication of

THE FINALIST
a life-size bronze statue by Jim Reno and presented by 

Mrs. Anne Marion & The Burnett Foundation

NCHA Offi ces ★ 260 Bailey Avenue, Fort Worth

July 29, 2005 • 10:00 a.m.
Business or Western Attire

Before the finals, see “The Finalist”
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Insurance Corporation of Hannover (ICH) writes 
polices for livestock mortality through agents around 
the world. ICH is a niche, special-program insurance 
company that writes policies in areas where they have 
special knowledge and underwriting expertise. They 
carry a rating of “A” from A.M. Best rating services, 
and are the fifth-largest reinsurer in the world. Cur-
rently, ICH insures roughly 20,000 horses ranging 
from miniature breeding animals to cutting horses to 
Grand Prix jumping horses.

For livestock mortality rate information, or to learn 
more about the Ben Emison Insurance Agency and the 
Insurance Corporation of Hannover, call 1-888-682-
4302 or 1-940-682-7360.

Cartoonist Jerry McAdams, “that cow art guy,” is  publisher of the Hico News Review and a nationally recognized artist whose favorite subjects are horses and 
cattle. 


