
A N  O F F I C I A L  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F  T H E  N A T I O N A L  C U T T I N G  H O R S E  A S S O C I A T I O N

NC
HA

 S
UM

M
ER

 C
UT

TI
NG

 S
PE

CT
AC

UL
AR

Laredo Blue takes 
go-round with 220

206 advances to second round TODAY’S ACTION

Faron Hightower, pictured with his daughter Hilary, won the first go-round of Classic/Challenge Open 
competition on Laredo Blue, owned by Buffalo Ranch, Farmington, Utah.
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TODAY’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

Classic/Challenge
Open 2nd go-round

121 entries - 8 sets

TOMORROW’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

Youth Grand Entry
Junior Youth Finals
Senior Youth Finals
Sponsors Cutting

Classic/Challenge Open Finals

Admission Free!

SATURDAY’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

Classic/Challenge
Non-Pro 1st go-round

101 entries - 7 sets

SUNDAY’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

Classic/Challenge
Non-Pro 1st go-round (cont.)

105 entries - 7 sets

The second day of Clas-
sic/Challenge Open com-
petition ended on a high 

note, when Laredo Blue, ridden 
by Faron Hightower for Buffalo 
Ranch, posted 220 points. The 
score topped the previous high of 
219 marked by Las Vegas Lights 
and Jon Burgess on Tuesday.
 “It was scary because the 
cattle have been so sorry all 
week,” said Hightower. “This 
horse has won a bunch and I 
don’t want to be the one to mess 
up.”
 Hightower, who drew fifth to 
ride in the last bunch, following 

scores of 204, 196, 0, and 199, has 
been riding Laredo Blue for just 
two  weeks. The red roan stallion, 
2004 NCHA Co-Horse of the Year, 
won the 2003 NCHA Non-Pro 
Futurity and 2004 NCHA Non-
Pro Derby, among other major 
events, under Scott Ferguson, 
Hempstead, Texas, and also won 
in open competition under Roger 
Wagner and Lloyd Cox. 
 “I was just hoping to get 
through it,” said Hightower, who 
saw plenty of action on some 
testy cows yesterday.

 Continued on page 2

Surveying to 
grow our purses

The NCHA, assisted by Grotta Marketing 
Research Company, will survey cutting 
horse contestants and fans during this 
year’s Summer Spectacular. 

The interview takes about fi ve minutes, 
and contains questions about the number 
of days you are in town for NCHA events, 
and the things you purchase while you 
are here. 

The data collected from these surveys 
will assist us in utilizing new Texas 
legislation to grow our purses for the 
NCHA “Triple Crown” events. 

If you are asked to be interviewed, we 
appreciate your willingness to help! ★



You say it’s 
your birthday!

These NCHA members 
are celebrating their birthday today.

 “The way the cattle have been you 
can hardly relax and let a horse get 
comfortable or they will run right over 
you. I had him squirming a time or two. 
Fortunately, it worked out and we get to 
go again.”
 Laredo Blue came into the show off 
a busy breeding season at Alpha Equine 
Stallion Station in Granbury, Texas.
 Hightower ranks twelfth among 
cutting’s all-time leading trainers with 
more than $2.7 million in winnings. 
His mounts have included Justa Smart 
Peanut, 2001 NCHA Horse of the Year, 
and Hyglo Freckles, 1988 NCHA Open 
World Champion, as well as numerous 
other major event champions.
 In the past few years, Buffalo 
Ranch, owned by S. David Plummer, 
has purchased a number of top cutting 
horses, including Laredo Blue and the 
stallion TR Dual Rey, leading NCHA 
money earner in 2003.
 Last December, Plummer bought  

J D Albus ............................Paducah, TX

Jean Benson ...................... Arlington, TX

John Brown ........................Brenham, TX

Roger Cannady ................ Gainesville, TX

Michael Cartee ............... Georgetown, KY

Victor Child .................... Jamestown, CA

Maegan Colvin .....................Doyline, LA

Dennis Deal ...........................Aubrey, TX

Bruce Dugas ..........................Aubrey, TX

Robert Gaddis .......................Mancos, CO

Randy Geeslin ........................ Bowie, TX

Michael Grimes .................... Rowlett, TX

Caroline Hardesty ................. Ignacio, CO

Robert Harman ....................Ramona, CA

Beverly Harper ......................... Arab, AL

William Hood Jr ...................... Lithia, FL

James Hooper .......................Decatur, AL

Leida Jones ........................ Leesburg, FL

Brian Kruger ......................Maynard, MN

Glory Ann Kurtz .......................Boyd, TX

Mary Ann Lauer ............. Churubusco, IN

Lester Lehew .......................Waurika, OK

Andy Loague ................... Mantachie, MS

Penni Luton .................... Gordonville, TX

T Harold Martin ............. Charlestown, IN

Ann Maxwell .....................Frankston, TX

Richard Mendenhall ..... Salt Lake City, UT

Laurel Morais ..................Pleasanton, CA

Nevin Morine ..................... Princeton, IL

Rebecca Nies ...................... Fellsmere, FL

Tim Olson .............................Buffalo, SD

Don Perkins .............................. Flint, TX

Rebecca Phillips .......................Chico, TX

Brad Rhymer ................... Blacksburg, SC

Micky Rogers ...................Collinsville, TX

Tony Seamons ....................Brenham, TX

Jeannie Seamons ................Brenham, TX

Rob Singleton .................... Yatesville, GA

Philip Stephens ..............Water Valley, KY

Cyprianna Swiderski .......... Starkville, MS

Barry Syra .......................... Meguita, NM

Lavenia Taylor ..................... Bayfi eld, CO

Marty Wells ........................... Joshua, TX

Ray Whitmire ................... Pawhuska, OK

Charlotte Wingfi eld ...............Minden, LA

Jim Winney ............... Pagosa Springs, CO

Bob Wyatt ..................... Stephenville, TX 

Left to right: Tarin Rice, Spearman, Texas, won the Senior Youth go-round with 150 points aboard Bobs Hickory Rio, who currently leads the 2005 Open World Championship stand-
ings under Boyd Rice; Cooper Cogdell, Tulia, Texas, rode Work Smooth to place second with 149 in the Senior Youth go-round; Austin Shepard rode Squeakys Playboy, owned by 
Elizabeth Queen to score 218.5 in open competition.

                      Shoppers note: 
The Western Mercantile in the 

Exhibit Hall opens for 
daily business  beginning on 
Friday, July 15 at 9:00 a.m.

the high-selling 2-year-old, Heres My 
Bet, by Bet On Me 498, for $180,000 
during the NCHA Futurity Sales. Heres 

My Bet is currently in training with 
Hightower, who is located in Bluff Dale, 
Texas.



Jon Burgess placed second in the Open Classic/Challenge go-round with 219 points on Las Vegas Lights, owned by Steve Anderson, Victoria, Texas; Lloyd Cox marked 218.5 on 
PRF Playguns Pep for Lewie Wood; and Ed Flynn scored 218 on Walton’s Rocking W Ranch’s Boon San Kitty, 2004 NCHA Co-Horse of the Year.

2-times 218.5 for number 2
PRF Playguns Pep, ridden by Lloyd 
Cox for Lewie Wood, Dennis Texas, 
and Squeakys Playboy, under Austin 
Shepard for Elizabeth Queen, Lipan, 
Texas, marked yesterday’s second-high-
est score - 218.5.
 Shepard drew up ninth in the first 
bunch and found just the cattle to chal-
lenge his horse.
 “He just wanted to be really good,” 
said Shepard of the 6-year-old gelding, 
who won the Open Classic/Challenge 
during the Memphis Futurity. “When he 

tries like that, he’s really fun to show.
 “He has a distinct style,” Shepard 
added. “He moves his head pretty 
through a turn and has a lot of reach. 
You can miss a cow (on him) and beat 
it before it gets back to the other side.”
 Shepard also scored 217.5 as the last 
rider in the fourth bunch on Widows 
Tears, owned by Lauren Middleton, 
Summit, Mississippi.
 “She was really smart on those 
cattle,” said Shepard of the five-year-
old daughter of Widows Freckles. “She 
could have easily gotten out of position, 
but she held some pretty tricky cows 
and made them look good.”
 Shepard and Middleton rode Widows 
Tears as open and non-pro finalists in 
the NCHA Super Stakes Classic, and 
Shepard was reserve champion on her 
at the Breeders Inviational.

Tune into 
Rancharrah Radio
Rancharrah Radio makes its Summer 
Spectacular debut tomorrow on Finals 
Friday in the Sponsors cutting and the 
fi nals of the Open Classic/Challenge.

Pickup your Rancharrah Radio at the 
show and listen to expert, insightful 
commentary on the action as it unfolds, 
right in Will Rogers Coliseum.

Rancharrah Radio will be back for the 
Open and Non-Pro Derby fi nals on 
Sunday, July 31.

DON’T MISS IT!
If you’re in Fort Worth, you don’t want to miss the fi rst-ever Finals Friday, 
tomorrow, July 15. In the arena, the action will feature the Junior and Senior 
Youth Finals, the Sponsors Cutting, and the Open Classic/Challenge fi nals.

In the Inaugural Cowtown Showdown, 27 teams made up of made up of one 
Junior Youth, one Senior Youth and one Sponsor will vie for valuable prizes. 

Plus there will be:
❖ Great Food  ❖ Live Music  ❖ Raffl e  ❖ Shopping
❖ and Rancharrah Radio (beginning with the Sponsors Cutting).

NOW THAT’S FINAL!

 PRF Playguns Pep staked his claim 
to fame last year as NCHA Non-Pro 
Derby reserve champion (to Laredo Blue 
and Scott Ferguson) under Lewie Wood. 
When Wood learned Lloyd Cox had an 
open slot in the Summer Spectacular 
Classic/Challenge, he asked Cox to ride 
the gray gelding.
 “He’s a cool horse,” said Cox, who 
had shown PRF Playguns Pep for Wood 
a time or two before yesterday. “He’s 
quick and a big mover, and a little 
unorthodox and hard to ride, at times. 
But he always wants to cut and he’s a 
lot of fun to ride.”
 Cox, who is ranked tenth among 
cutting’s all-time leading trainers, with 
$2.85 million, counts TR Dual Rey, Styl-
ish Play Lena, Dual Rey, and High Brow 
Nurse among previous top mounts.
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Insurance Corporation of Hannover (ICH) writes 
polices for livestock mortality through agents around 
the world. ICH is a niche, special-program insurance 
company that writes policies in areas where they have 
special knowledge and underwriting expertise. They 
carry a rating of “A” from A.M. Best rating services, 
and are the fifth-largest reinsurer in the world. Cur-
rently, ICH insures roughly 20,000 horses ranging 
from miniature breeding animals to cutting horses to 
Grand Prix jumping horses.

For livestock mortality rate information, or to learn 
more about the Ben Emison Insurance Agency and the 
Insurance Corporation of Hannover, call 1-888-682-
4302 or 1-940-682-7360.

Cartoonist Jerry McAdams, “that cow art guy,” is  publisher of the Hico News Review and a nationally recognized artist whose favorite 
subjects are horses and cattle. 




