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Racner

TODAY’S ACTION

TODAY’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.
Classic/Challenge
Open 1st go-round, cont.
Senior Youth go-round
(Youth in Watt Arena)

TOMORROW'’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.
Classic/Challenge

Open 2nd go-round

FRIDAY’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.
Junior Youth Finals
Senior Youth Finals
Sponsors Cutting
Classic/Challenge Open Finals

Admission Free!

Surveying to
grow our purses

The NCHA, assisted by Grotta Marketing
Research Company, will survey cutting
horse contestants and fans during this
years Summer Spectacular.

The interview takes about five minutes,
and contains questions about the number
of days you are in town for NCHA events,
and the things you purchase while you
are here.

The data collected from these surveys
will assist us in utilizing new Texas
legislation to grow our purses for the
NCHA “Triple Crown” events.

If you are asked to be interviewed, we
appreciate your willingness to help! %

Las Vegas Lights
star of the day

Gage Wells wins Junior Youth go-round

A

Jon Burgess earned yesterdays high mark of 219 in the Open Classic Challenge go-round riding Las

|
)l

Vegas Lights, by Smart Mate, for Steve Anderson of Victoria, Texas.

xcept for a few recent rain
Eshowers, it’s been hot and

dry in Texas and Oklahoma
- just the kind of weather that
suits a feed salesman, but can
make a rancher cry.

Yesterday’s sleek, fat, pushy
cattle reflected the state of the
weather.

“These cattle were on grass
and when the grass ran out, they
were put on feed,” explained Bill
Riddle, NCHA president elect.
“They got too big and there’s
nothing you can do about it. It’s
not any fun, but it’s reality.”

Riddle was one of yesterday’s
high-scoring riders. He earned

218 in the last bunch of the day
riding Travalin Ms Foxie for
Glenn and Debbie Drake.

Phil Rapp rode first and last
in a bunch that saw eight riders
out of 14 zero out. Rapp was one
of the lucky ones that survived
with 216 on WR Smart Lookin
Dot, owned by Strawn Valley
Ranch, and 213 on Keena Pep,
owned by Billy Martin.

“A blind pig finds an acorn
every once in a while,” said
Rapp. “We were fortunate to get
through there. Those have to
be some of the lowest scores in

Continued on page 2
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Among yesterday’s high-scoring riders in the Open Classic Chal

Kobie Wood with 217 on JR Playboy By Color, owned by Mary Jo Milner; and Grant Quigley with 216.5 on Dualingwiththequeen, owned by Catherine and Bill Lacy.

Las Vegas Lights, from page 2

first go-round history for five and six-
year-olds. It’s tough, but it’s the same
for everybody. You've got to try to get
something fresh and go from there.”

Jon Burgess, who won the day with
219 points aboard Steve Anderson’s
6-year-old gelding Las Vegas Lights,
drew in the middle of the third bunch,
following four riders who left the arena
before their time had expired.

“John Mitchell and I watched the
cattle and went for what we thought
were good and what felt good as
I walked through them,” Burgess
explained. “None of them really felt
good, but I was able to stay in front of
them.

“I cut cattle that I thought my horse
could hold and control. He’s either on or
off. There isn’t a whole lot of in between
on him.”

Las Vegas Lights, by Smart Mate,
was a high-scorer for Burgess in the
Super Stakes go-rounds and is an APHA
world champion cutting horse.

“He can get too wild,” Burgess
noted. “But if you can keep him under
control and thinking, he’s a great
horse.

“It’s fun to ride one that’s got talent
enough to take you where you want to
go. But if he gets to thinking too fast,
he’s just like any other horse - looking
for a place to take you out.”

Gage Wells, Sulpher, Oklahoma, claimed
the first go-round of the Junior Youth

Donna Bachand.................. Hastings, OK
Larry Beaird .................. Weatherford, TX
Ham Brown...................... Kissimmee, FL
Leean Calhoun ........................ Porter, TX
Chuckie Chiasson ................ Galliano, LA
Kathy Daughn .................... Gonzales, TX
Michael Delange.............. Fort Gratiot, MI
Terri Dixon ........cceevunn... Port Deposit, MD
John Dorminy................... Fitzgerald, GA
Jerry Durant................... Weatherford, TX
Susan Friedkin......... Rancho Santa Fe, CA
Jennifer Fritz ................. Tishomingo, OK
Charles Graham.................ooeees Elgin, TX
George Hearst Jr ............. Paso Robles, CA
Kimberly Holland ............. Royse City, TX
Elmer Jackson .................... Vacaville, CA
Diana Jackson ................... Corsicana, TX
Robert Keene Sr............. Land O’lakes, FL
Tom King .......ccoovvvvvvvinnnnnne Gadsden, AL
Jaclyn Lott .....oooovvveeeeiinnnnn. Sulphur, LA
Gary Mckae............ccoevun.. Woodside, CA
JT McMackin............cccovvvnnn.. Morrill, NE
Rick Mendes...................... Riverton, WY
Marijo Meredith...................... Pollok, TX
John MoOITiS.....c.ccevveennnnnnn. Chillicothe, IL

You say it’s
your birthday!
These NCHA members
are celebrating their birthday today.
Mark Muriset..................... Yuba City, CA
Diane Pagani ................. Twain Harte, CA
Paula Pinard.........ccccueeeeeennnnnn. Willis, TX
Kathy PipKin..........ccccoeeeeeennnn. Waldo, AR
Michael Ray ..........ccccevuneeen. Guymon, OK
Scott Read .........cceeveeeeneenn. Loveland, CO
Sherry Rocholl...................... Crosby, MN
Mike Stevens ................... Cave Creek, AZ
Bobby Sanders.................... Stratford, OK
Dale Sayler...........ccoovvunnnnnn. Mendon, MO
Jane Schwarzwalter ........ Santa Ynez, CA
Daniel Smith ..................... Frankston, TX
Joe Staheli.........ooovvvviiiiiiiiinnnnn. Elgin, AZ
Garry StarT .....oeevveeeeveeeinnnnns Graham, TX
Lysandra Swingley ............. Ridgeville, IN
Bo Ward..........coeeeeeeiiinns Los Alamos, CA
Shari Warner ...............oooevvnee Clovis, CA
Jackie Sue Watlington ....... Texarkana, TX
Ron Watson..................... Fort Worth, TX
Randy Whaley .................. San Diego, CA
Eugene Wiedel ..................... Hebron, NE
Rudy Wilkison...........cccoevvvnnnne Trinity, TX

division with 148. 5 points on Cat Sandy
Lena. Cameron Thompson, Crossville,
Tennessee, placed second with 148

points riding Cats Rascal, while Ty
Moore, Madill, Oklahoma was third
aboard Zack B Quick.



Peppy San Badger, 1974 — 2005

One of the cutting horse industry’s
greatest sires, Peppy San Badger,
was put to sleep on July 8, 2005, in his
paddock at King Ranch, Kingsville,
Texas.

Because of Peppy San Badger’s
advanced age and deteriorating health,
King Ranch management and family
members made the difficult but humane
decision to euthanize the great horse.
He was 31 years old.

Ranch management reported that
Peppy San Badger, affectionately known
as “Little Peppy,” had enjoyed relative
good health until recently. Retired from
stud duty to a paddock behind the Creek
Barn, he ate well and was content to live
a quiet life.

His last public appearance was
last year, during King Ranch’s 150th
anniversary celebration. It was on that
occasion that Peppy San Badger was
reunited with his long-time trainer and
rider, Buster Welch.

“It’s like we’ve never been apart,”
said Welch, as he greeted his old part-
ner, who he had not seen in years.

“He was the greatest horse I ever
threw a leg over,” Welch noted. “He
was so unusual in the fact that he had
so much dignity, and he had the highest
intelligence I ever saw in a horse. He
was a pleasure to do anything with.”

Peppy San Badger began his career
by winning the 1977 NCHA Futurity.
He was champion of the 1978 NCHA
Derby, as well 1979 NCHA Reserve
World Champion, and won the 1981
NCHA World Finals. He retired from

the show arena with lifetime earnings
of $172,710.

As a stallion, Peppy San Badger soon
commanded a lead among cutting sires
and remained at the top of the leading
sire list for season after season. It was
his progeny that helped establish King
Ranch as the all-time leading breeder
of cutting horses.

Today Peppy San Badger is ranked
third among all-time leading sires with
offspring earnings of more than $24
million; third among paternal sires,
with sons who have sired offspring with
cumulative earnings of more than $45
million; and third among maternal sires
with daughters whose offspring have
earned $16 million.

Peppy San Badger’s bloodline
remains predominant among the King
Ranch remuda and the legendary stal-
lion will continue to have an important
role in the ranch’s future breeding pro-
gram.

“He was a gift,” said Cody Crider,
manager of the King Ranch Quarter
Horse division. “You can plan and breed
all you want, but you won’t get a horse
like this on purpose, even though we
will all keep on trying.”

Peppy San Badgers’ grave marker
will stand at the King Ranch Headquar-
ters among those of other great King
Ranch horses, including his sire Mr San
Peppy, an NCHA world champion, also
ridden by Buster Welch; Quarter Horse
foundation sire Old Sorrel; and the great
Thoroughbred Triple Crown champion
Assault.

Showdown in Cowtown

On July 15, NCHA Finals Friday, 27
teams will vie for valuable prizes in
the inaugural Showdown in Cowtown.
Each team will be made up of one
Junior Youth, one Senior Youth and
one Sponsor.

The contestants’ scores in their
respective finals will be added together
for team scores which will determine
prize winners. Each member of the
first-place team will receive a $100 Gift
Certificate for the Western Mercantile.
Second-place team members will get
$50 certificates, and third-place team
members will get $20 certificates.

Along came a spider
Six weeks ago, official NCHA show pho-
tographer Don Shugart woke to discover
an insect had bitten him on the bridge
of his nose, right between his eyes.

Shugart didn’t think much of the
bite until later that day, when he ran
out of steam on the golf course with
four holes to play and discovered that
the spot between his eyes had begun to
swell.

Two days later, Shugart’s eyes were
swollen shut and his wife, Jan, took him
to the emergency room of their local
hospital near Marietta, Oklahoma.

“It kind of scared me,” Shugart
admitted. “I couldn’t even wear a hat. I
would just touch my hair and my head
hurt. I couldn’t even lay my head on a
pillow without it hurting.”

At the hospital, Shugart learned that
the likely culprit was a brown recluse
spider, and the doctor warned him that
if he didn’t control the swelling, he
could lose his eyesight.

“I lived in an ice pack for days,”
said Shugart. “Finally, one afternoon,
I could just barely see the TV. It was a
golf tournament and I knew that I was
going to get better.”

Eventually Shugart’s wound split
open and began to slough dead tissue.
By that time, he had ordered a “brown
recluse first aid kit” on the Internet and
was taking a tonic prescribed to flush
the toxins from his system.

“I'm still not back to normal,” he
noted. “The heat really bothers me
and I get tired easily. But I feel really
lucky.”



TODAY'S MYSTERY PHOTO

M. Powell won yesterday’s
Mystery Photo contest with the caption:
“Cowboy inventors make first-ever armored
Ice Cream Anti-Assault Vehicle (ICAV). This
one is headed for Compton, California; expect
large market potential in Iraq later this year.”

Honorable Mention: Nick Karanges for:
“Larry, | thought Cadillacs came
with white wall tires. You don’t reckon that guy
pulled a fast one on us, do you?”

The best caption for today’s Mystery Photo will win an autographed copy
of Cutting Horse Classics, by Sally Harrison.
(The book is also available online at fifthleg.com and amazon.com).

Submit your answer to Carolyn Crist in the Show Office.
The winner will be identified in tomorrow’s Daily Chatter.

H nsurance corporation of

annover

Insurance Corporation of Hannover (ICH) writes
polices for livestock mortality through agents around
the world. ICH is a niche, special-program insurance
company that writes policies in areas where they have
special knowledge and underwriting expertise. They
carry a rating of “A” from A.M. Best rating services,
and are the fifth-largest reinsurer in the world. Cur-
rently, ICH insures roughly 20,000 horses ranging
from miniature breeding animals to cutting horses to
Grand Prix jumping horses.

For livestock mortality rate information, or to learn
more about the Ben Emison Insurance Agency and the
Insurance Corporation of Hannover, call 1-888-682-
4302 or 1-940-682-7360.

JOHN DEERE

John Deara, the olficial aguipmeant provider of tha
NCHA, has the equipment you nead for your farm,
ranch and home. John Deere offers a complate line
aof outdoor powear equipment ranging from hand hald

tools to high horsepowear fractors—all with tha quality
you've coma to expect from Jehn Desars,

Mothing Runs Like A Desanal
Check oul our wabsite at www.deara.com.
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