


Triple, continued from page 1

You say it’s 
your birthday!

These NCHA members 
are celebrating their birthday today.

Open first go-round leaders through the third day of competition include, left to right: Ascencion Banuelos with 220 points on Sweet Abra, owned by Alvin Fults, 
Amarillo, TX; Mark Michels with 217.5 points on Stylin Cat, owned by John McClaren, McGregor, TX; Matt Budge with 216.5 on Ruby Tuesdays Color for Jackpot 
Ranch, and 216 Stylish Tracks  for EE Ranches, Pilot Point, TX.

Bob Ashcraft .............Black Cyn City, AZ
Bernhard Borges .............Cave Creek, AZ
Stuart Bozeman .................. Crockett, TX
Robin Michele Branch .......Gladstone, VA
Gary Bratcher ...................... Decatur, TX
Roel Breeur ............................. Belgium, 
Douglas J Cameron ............ Freeport, OH
Christine Casey ................ Hernando, MS
Bob Clayton ........................Yakima, WA
Angela Davis ...................... Round 0, SC
Rodney Davis .............. Grand Saline, TX
Allan M Due .................. Bloomfi eld, NM
Rod Findley .................Pleasant Hill, MO
Krysta Haworth .................... Rogers, AR
Phillip L Henderson .............. Ponder, TX
Zach Henrichs .................. Avondale, CO
Malcolm Howell ............ Bentonville, AR
Lisa Hunt ..........................Memphis, TX
David M Johnson Md .............Searcy, AR

Jack Kent .......................Cave Creek, AZ
Cindy Kohles ................. Whitewater, CO
Shean Lauing ......................... Blunt, SD
Renn Lawrence ............. Weatherford, TX
Hershall Nance ...................Edmond, OK
John Nicholas ....................... Pampa, TX
Christine Norwood .......... Traskwood, AR
Justin Roberts ....................Fitzhugh, OK
Frederick Rodosta ............ Opelousas, LA
Mike W Smith .......................Bisbee, AZ
Brenda Stephenson ............ Shandon, CA
Sharon Stevens ................ Texarkana, TX
Dell Thrasher ...................Northport, AL
Lauren Ward ..................Santa Rosa, CA
Randy Weigel ................... Maricopa, AZ
Christy Widler ................ Traskwood, AR
Misti Kay Williams ...............Corydon, IA
Buddy Yandell ....................... Grove, OK

aggressive, but she doesn’t ever act like 
she’s working hard. She’s just a natural 
– she’s a lot smarter than me.”
 Alvin Fults, of Amarillo, Texas, owns 
Sweet Abra, who was started by another 
Banuelos brother, Diego.
 “I got her about three months ago 
and just put the finish on her,” explained 
Ascencion. “Diego did a wonderful job 
training her.”
 Diego Banuelos scored 212.5 points 
Sunday on Instant Jazzy Dual, by SR 
Instant Choice and owned by John 
Bishop.
 Gary Gonsalves warmed up for his 
ride on DMAC Spoonstruck, deep in 
the second bunch, with a 216.5-point 
performance on Spookys Doing Cats,  
owned by Jeff and Kay Barnes, earlier 
in the same set.
 “Both horses were good,” said Gon-
salves, who was 2002 NCHA Futurity 
reserve champion on Spookys Smarty 
Pants, also owned by the Barneses.
 DMAC Spoonstruck is owned by 
David and Stacie McDavid of Fort Worth 
and from the first crop of their stallion 
Hes A Peptospoonful, who won both go-
rounds and the semi-finals of the 2001 
NCHA Futurity under Brad Vaughn. The 
McDavids purchased the roan stallion 
for a reported $1.5 million from Dave 
Miller, Linclon, CA,  following the NCHA 
Futurity Semi-Finals.
 Hes A Peptospoonful, like DMAC 
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Spoonstruck and Sweet Abra, was also 
a first crop product — one of six out 
of 24 Open Finalists that year sired by 
Peptoboonsmal. 
 “David and Stacie say that this 
horse reminds them a whole lot of his 
dad,” said Gonsalves. “He even looks 
a lot like him. He’s little, but he’s well 
proportioned and he’s pretty strong.”
 Gonsalves cut three cows on DMAC 
Spoonstruck. The third was icing on the 
cake.
 “They were all okay, but my last cow 
was definitely my best one,” he noted. 
“The horse felt awfully good to me. He’s 
pretty ‘creepy-crawly,’ and I think he has 
a lot of eye appeal.”
 DMAC Spoonstruck had pulled a sus-
pensory earlier in the fall and Gonsalves 
had laid him off for a month to heal.
 “He missed a month, but it was 
probably a good thing,” Gonsalves said. 
“Sometimes I think all of us worry that 
we don’t have them ready. But it didn’t 
seem to hurt him. 
 “That first round, you don’t know 
what they’re going to do,” he added. 
“They have a good idea of what they 
should do, but they don’t always do it. 
You never know until you put your hand 
down.”
 Cats Vixen, by High Brow Cat, also 
scored 220 points on Sunday, under 
Foster Johnston for owners Bill and 
Michelle Cowan, Ardmore, OK.

Happy Birthday from 
Stylin Cat

Mark Michels pulled out the stops to 
earn 217.5 points yesterday on his birth-
day, riding Stylin Cat, owned by John 
McClaren.
 “I wanted to go show my horse,” 
said Michels. “But I got a little intimi-
dated yesterday and started second-
guessing myself. I knew I had a good 
horse, but there are so many things that 
can go wrong.
 “My wife, Mary, set me straight 
and got me started focusing on all the 
good things that can happen, too. So 
that’s what I focused on today. She got 
me through it and the horse got me 
through.”
 Michels acquired the High Brow Cat 
son at two from Jack Waggoner, who 
planned on consigning Stylin Cat to 
the NCHA Futurity Sales. But the colt 
caught the eye of McClaren, a customer 
of Michels’ and owner of 2003 NCHA 
Futurity champion One Smart Lookin 
Cat.
 “He’s been great from the day I got 
him,” said Michels. “He’s never had a 
bad day. The only thing I’ve had to do 
is try to control that dynamic ability and 
slow him down, so that he’ll only do 
what the cow is doing and not more.
 “It’s a little nerve-wracking when 
you’ve got a good one,” he added. 

 Michels was co-reserve champion 
of the 2002 NCHA Futurity Open Ltd. 
Riding Etta Rey for Sue Hearst.
  Three horses, in addition to Spookys 
Doing Cats, scored 216.5 points yester-
day — the third highest score of the 
day:Treymendous, ridden by Darren 
Simpkins for Rancho Poco; Tornados Rey 
Of Hope, with Ashley Baxstrom for Dan 
Churchill; and King Of The Cats, ridden 
by Matt Sargood for Nive River Pastoral 
Company.
 Ruby Tuesdays Color, owned by 
Jackpot Ranch, also scored 216.5 under 
Matt Budge on Monday.
 “I just like the fact that she’s a cow 
horse,” said Budge of Ruby Tuesdays 
Color, by Color Me Smart and out of 
Ruby Tuesday DNA. “She goes and cuts 
every time.”
 Budge, 30, who runs Jackpot Ranch’s 
cutting program in Weatherford for 
casino owner Terry Green of Sugarland, 
TX, also scored 216 points as a catch 
rider for Guy Woods on EE Ranch’s mare 
Stylish Tracks, by DJ Tracker.
 Ashley Baxstrom’s 216-point score 
on Tornados Rey Of Hope, by Dual Rey, 
was his personal best in Fort Worth.
 “I’m really grateful to Dan Churchill 
for letting me have a good one,” said 
Baxstrom, 32, who operate his own 
training facility in Drumright, OK.
 “She’s a pretty neat mare,” Baxstrom 
added. “I was pretty nervous. All I need 
to do next time is relax.”

More open first go-round leaders, from left to right: Ashley Baxstrom, who scored 216.5 yesterday on Tornados Rey Of Hope for Dan Churchill, Moline, IL; Darren 
Simpkins marked 216.5 points aboard Treymendous for Rancho Poco, Palmer, TX; Matt Sargood rode to the herd as the last cutter in yesterday’s last bunch and 
scored 216.5 points on King Of The Cats, owned by Nive River Pastoral Company, Spokane, WA.



Daily Chatter ★ Sally Harrison
Contributions, comments, and suggestions welcomed. 

 sally@sallyharrison.com

Daily Chatter sponsored by: 

260 Bailey Ave. • Fort Worth, TX 76107
(817) 244-6188 • Fax (817) 244-2015

Cartoonist Jerry McAdams, “that cow art guy,” is  publisher of the Hico News Review and a nationally recognized artist whose 
favorite subjects are horses and cattle. 

For many years, Chevy Trucks has been a corporate sponsor of the NCHA.
Chevy offers more full-size pickup models than anyone else that are the most 
dependable, long-lasting trucks on the road. So, when it’s time to buy that 
new haulin’ rig, see your local Chevy dealer for a new Chevy truck.

For a dealer near you visit our website at www.chevrolet.com/index.http


