
You say it’s 
your birthday!

These NCHA members 
are celebrating their birthday today.

Yesterday’s leaders include, left to right: Spanky Browne with 216 points on CD Black Eyed Susie, by CD Olena; Chance Smith with 216 on Hez Moonwalkin, by 
Docs Stylish Oak; Bill Cowan with 216 on Spooks Melody, by Grays Starlight.

where you want to with your feet. He 
doesn’t get real excited and he doesn’t 
take much riding.”
 Today Langdale shows Casbers Play-
girl in the fourth bunch. “My other horse 
is pretty hyper,” he noted. “When she’s 
calm as she can be, she’s okay. But we 
just cross our fingers on her.”

Chance Smith

Chance Smith, 15, Paradise, TX, 
missed school to show Hez Moon-

walkin. But it was time well spent, when 
he marked 216 points – the second high-
est score of the day. 
 “I really wasn’t worried,” said Smith 
of his run. “I just go out there to do my 
job and let my horse do his. He’s trained 
to know what he’s supposed to do.”
 Rick Smith, Chance’s father, pur-
chased Hez Moonwalkin, by Docs 
Stylish Oak, from Colleen Holt several 
months before the Futurity. The colt 
had been trained by Kobie Wood and 
Chance had stayed with Wood and his 
family during the summer to polish his 
riding skills.
 “I rode (Hez Moonwalkin) a couple 
of times and we decided to buy him,” 
said Smith. “I get along with him real 
well. He’s really a hard stopper. Kobie 
trains a lot different than what I’m used 
to riding, so it’s taken a little while to 
get used to, but I think I’ve got it figured 
now.”
 Smith was introduced to cutting 
when he was eight years old by his 
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father. This year he’s ranked third in 
NCHA Senior Youth World standings, 
behind Tarin Rice and Jordan Miller, 
riding Cow Camp Leo.
 “We were going hard and then we 
figured out we couldn’t catch them, so 
we sat back a little bit and chilled out,” 
he explained. “It’s been fun. I like doing 
it.
 “In the youth, you’ve got to really 
try to get that horse to do some stuff. 
It’s a pretty big change. I don’t ride (Hez 
Moonwalkin) really hard like I do my 
other horses. But if I have to kick him 
somewhere, I can get him there without 
worrying about it.”

Spanky Browne

Spanky Browne, Wilburton, OK, won 
the 2005 NCHA Amateur Derby on 

Freckles Lil Tornado. Now Browne, who 
owns home health businesses in Okla-
homa and Texas, is ready for a shot at 
the Amateur Futurity.
 “All I did was kick every now and 
then and they (helpers) did the rest,” 
said Browne who scored 216 points 
yesterday riding CD Black Eyed Susie, 
by CD Olena. “She can overlook a lot of 
my mistakes and that’s what the other 
one did, too.”
 Browne purchased his CD Olena 
daughter at the 2004 NCHA Summer 
Spectacular Sales. “She was a nice little 
mare and she wasn’t real expensive,” he 
explained. “She was one that we could 
afford.”

 Trainer Sean Flynn has had CD Black 
Eyed Susie for the past three months, 
getting her ready for Browne, a former 
bull rider.
 “I rodeoed for about 20 years and I 
was looking for something else I could 
do,” said Browne, who took up cutting 
four years ago. “Cutting’s not any easier 
to do than rodeo, but it’s a lot easier on 
the body.”

Bill Cowan

Bill Cowan, Ardmore, OK, champion 
of the 2005 Super Stakes Classic 

Non-Pro Limited on Miss Bay Gun, rode 
Spooks Melody, by Grays Starlight, to 
claim 216 points.
 Cowan, who has been cutting for 
three years, qualified for the NCHA 
Futurity Amateur Semi-Finals last year 
on Miss Bay Gun. It was his first time to 
show a three-year-old.
 Cowan and his wife Michelle, who 
also cuts, manage a horse and cattle 
operation in Oklahoma. They were 
introduced to cutting through snaffle bit 
competition and Al Dunning.
 “We watched these shows at Fort 
Worth for about three years before we 
ever entered one,” said Cowan, who pur-
chased Spooks Melody as a two-year-old 
from Polo Ranch. 

Timothy Jones

Timothy Jones, Timmonsville, SC, 
made the most of his first trip to 

the NCHA Futurity with a 215.5-point 

“The optimist proclaims that 
we live in the best of 
all possible worlds. 

The pessimist fears this is true.”
Robert Oppenheimer

More of yesterday’s leaders include, left to right: Timothy Jones, who scored 215.5 points on Cats Little Black, by High Brow Cat; Michelle Anderson, who marked 
215.5 on Lil Scootin Gucci, by Smart Lil Scoot; Missy Rosenberg, who scored 215 on Alotta Merada Style, by Docs Stylish Oak.

performance aboard Cats Little Black, 
by High Brow Cat.
 “It’s different being in an arena 
where so much history has been made,” 
said Jones, a real estate business owner. 
“To have an opportunity to be here is 
really an honor.
 “These guys told me to Velcro myself 
down or whatever it takes to stay on the 
horse. I’m still shaking. I feel like I’m on 
a vibrating table. I thought at first, when 
I started going to that herd, that my heart 
was going to blow up.”
 Jones purchased Cats Little Black 
sight-unseen as a weanling, after 
responding to an ad placed by Janice 
Palmer, Houston, TX. He trained the filly  
himself with the advice and pointers 
from Michael Blewitt, Hartsville, SC.
 “The Lord has been awfully good 
and has opened some doors, and I’ve 
met some fantastic people in this busi-
ness,” said Jones. “I’m really thankful 
for that.”
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Cartoonist Jerry McAdams, “that cow art guy,” is  publisher of the Hico News Review and a nationally recognized artist whose 
favorite subjects are horses and cattle. 

For many years, Chevy Trucks has been a corporate sponsor of the NCHA.
Chevy offers more full-size pickup models than anyone else that are the most 
dependable, long-lasting trucks on the road. So, when it’s time to buy that 
new haulin’ rig, see your local Chevy dealer for a new Chevy truck.

For a dealer near you visit our website at www.chevrolet.com/index.http


