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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2005

Daily Chatter sponsored by Western Bloodstock

Matthews marks 221

Liles leads with 433.5 average
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FUTURITY

TODAY’S ACTION

ole Rothwell and Janet West-

fall, who tied with the top
score of 218.5 in the first go-
round of non-pro competition,
have drawn to ride in today’s first
bunch.

Rothwell, aboard Peppys Styl-
ish Lena, is the third entry, and
Westfall, on Smart Little Jeep, will
be the ninth rider.

TODAY’S SCHEDULE

Beginning at 8:00 a.m.
Non-Pro 2nd go-round
120 entries * 8 sets

NCHA Mid-Futurity Sales
9:00 am
Waitt Arena

TOMORROW'’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.
Amateur 1st go-round

129 entries * 9 sets

NCHA Mid-Futurity Sales
9:00 am
John Justin Arena

TUESDAY’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.
Amateur 1st go-round

135 entries * 9 sets

NCHA Mid-Futurity Sales
9:00 am
John Justin Arena

EE Raunctes

Presenting the live broadcast of the
NCHA Futurity Finals on RFD-TV
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Jeffrey Matthews, Warsaw, NC, rode Me And Mo, by Docs Stylish Oak, to score 221 points
on the first day of non-pro second go-round competition.

iding Me And Mo, Jeffrey
RMatthews, Warsaw, NC,

took command in yester-
day’s last bunch to score 221
points — the high, so far, from
both go-rounds of non-pro com-
petition.

Lu Liles, who followed Mat-
thews in the eighth bunch, scored
215.5, which combined with the
218 she earned as the second
highest-scoring rider in the first
go-round, gives her the top aver-
age of 433.5 points.

“It’s like a dream come true,”
said Liles, who rides Stylin Orphan,
by Playin Stylish.

Hope Mitchell, on Shes Playin

Red, and Meredith McCullar,
on Royal Red Pepto, are tied for
second with 432.5 points, after
the first day of second go-round
competition.

Jeffrey Matthews
lthough Jeffrey Matthews
knew he had to step up on

the heels of a 207-point score in
the first round, his main focus
yesterday was to follow orders.

“I was concerned with follow-
ing instructions,” he explained.
“Bill (Riddle) told me things that I
needed to do to improve from the

Continued on page 2
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Left: Lu Liles, who is riding Stylin Orphan, by Playin Stylish, has the high average of 433.5; Hope Mitchell (center) is tied with Meredith McCullar (right) with 432.5
points. Mitchell is riding Shes Playin Red, by Acres Of Red; McCullar is aboard Royal Red Pepto, by Peptoboonsmal.

Steve Addison............. Riverview, FL
Dabney Arnold ............... Kermit, TX
Betty Bellamy .................. Dallas, TX
Cole Benedict ......... Weatherford, TX
Derryl Brandt ............. Anthony, NM
Cheryl Callis................... Texline, TX
Bill Carpenter ............ Booneville, AR
Heath Cotton................. Hockley, TX
Patricia Crawford ..... Valley View, TX
Joan Doelker ................ Redding, CA
James Halligan ................ Draper, SD
Jessica Loring Hansen...... Okatie, SC
Bo Hargrave .........ccc..ceece. Tyler, TX
Gary D Hartsell............... Tenaha, TX
Elizabeth Henson... Madisonville, TX
JCJackman..................... Ty Ty, GA
Brandon Johnson............... Athol, ID
Elaine Johnson .............. Decatur, TX

Stephen Leblanc ...... Plaquemine, LA
C Robert Montgomery ....Chatom, AL

Mica Motes ............ Weatherford, TX
Arthur NOITiS......ccueen..... Puxico, MO
Scott Odom ....c.evveuenennanen. Clyde, TX

You say it’s
your birthday!

These NCHA members
are celebrating their birthday today.

Dallas Osburn......... Santa Maria, CA
Jackie Parker.............. Granbury, TX
Fred Powell ............ Weatherford, TX
Wade Price.................. Portland, OR
Thomas Ross............. Big Spring, TX
Keven Sasser ............... Edmond, OK
Sarah Seewer............... Lubbock, TX
Jerry Sharp.................. Seymour, TN
Howard Kim Shull .......... Byron, WY
Larry D Siewart ............ Yankton, SD
Suzanne Silverberg ......... Soquel, CA
Blake Smith..................... Nibley, UT
Trina Smith ................... Rexburg, ID
Jimmy Smith .............. Springfield, IL
Gerald Snow.................. Graford, TX
Julie Stahl ................... Burleson, TX
Gary Steffensen .......... Belgrade, MN
Kyla Taylor .................. Seymour, TX
Cameron Thompson ...Crossville, TN
Roger M Turner............. Midland, TX
Charles Vickers................. Troup, TX
Nancy Weaver ........... Big Sandy, MT

Wayne Wells....... Pleasant Valley, NY

other day, and I felt that I rode him the
way Bill wanted me to ride.

“When they started cheering as I
walked out, I thought it must be a pretty
good score — maybe a 16. When I saw
the 21, I couldn’t believe it.”

It was Riddle who raised and trained
Me And Mo, a gelded son of Docs Styl-
ish Oak, and sold him to Matthews last
month, when Matthews’ original mount
had to be laid off.

“Bill gets all the credit,” said Mat-
thews. “Right off the bat I knew I could
trust this horse. I knew if I did my job,
I would get along with him.”

As Matthews rode out of the arena,
after his winning performance, Riddle
told him that he hadn’t charged enough
for the horse.

“Don’t worry,” Matthews told his
long-time friend. “You’ll get me later.”

Matthews was NCHA Super Stakes
Limited Non-Pro reserve champion this
year on Reymanising. He has been an
NCHA Amateur Futurity finalist in the
past, but this is the first time he has
qualified for the Non-Pro Futurity Semi-
Finals.

Hope Mitchell

ust a month ago, Hope Mitchell
had no intention of showing at the
Futurity. At that time, Lil Ellie Mae, the
horse she rode to qualify for the Open
Semi-Finals, seemed too green to bring

to Fort Worth.
“At the last minute, we decided that



Left to right: Kelle Earnheart was yesterday’s second-highest scoring rider with 217.5 on High Steppin Cat, by High Brow Cat; Tatum Rice, Spearman, TX, marked
217 on Millie Del Play, by Playboysalittlesmart; Kelle Chartier, Marine City, Ml, riding Jazz Atthe Honkytonk, by Dual Jazz, iss tied with the third-highest average.

since she was entered, we might as well
try,” Mitchell explained. “And she’s been
really good ever since.”

Shes Playin Red, the horse Mitchell
rode to earn 216 and 216.5 in the non-
pro go-rounds, was entered in the open
division under Graham Amos, who
trained her for Mitchell. When Amos ran
into tough luck in the second go-round,
Mitchell decided to show the Acres Of
Red daughter in the non-pro division.

“She really gets into the ground and
comes with her head and neck kind of
like a centipede,” said Mitchell, who
won the 2002 NCHA Non-Pro Super
Stakes on Freckles Lena Boon, and the
2001 NCHA Non-Pro Classic/Challenge
on Bambi Freckles.

Both Shes Playin Red and Lil Ellie
Mae, her open mount, were raised by
Mitchell and sired by Acres Of Red.
While Shes Playin Red shares some of
her sire’s characteristics, it is Lil Ellie
Mae, out of Bambi Freckles, who amazed
Mitchell.

“She’s a carbon copy of her mother,”
she noted. “She’s got the same markings
and she’s goofy about the same things.
Even in the show pen, she does the same
things that her mother did in the same
spots. John and I watched the videos and
we couldn’t believe it. You wouldn’t be
able to tell them apart, if you watched
two videos back-to-back.

Mitchell, whose husband is trainer
John Mitchell, will be inducted into the
NCHA Non-Pro Hall of Fame next week.

Meredith McCullar
eredith McCullar, Memphis, TN,
was one of the high-scoring riders
in the first go-round with 216 points
aboard Royal Red Pepto, and he was not
about to close any doors in the second
round.

“I've gone down there before trying
to be safe and protect my score and it
didn’t work,” he explained. “They had
two cows picked out for me today and I
went down there and worked them the
best I could.

“My mare gives you so much confi-
dence the way she works and stops and
feels so smooth under you.”

McCullar, who owns 4M Ranch in
Baird, TX, bred and raised Royal Red
Pepto, by Peptoboonsmal, out of Playgia-
rism, by Freckles Playboy. Playgiarism
is also the dam of Duals Play Kit, who
MccCullar’s son, Clay, has ridden to earn
more than $120,000.

It’s extra special because we raised
her,” said McCullar. “She was born right
there on the ranch in that old rocky,
rough country. It’s been fun to watch
her grow up and turn out to be as good
as she has.”

Royal Red Pepto was trained by Frank
Kelton, who works for 4M Ranch.

McCullar, who owns a real estate
development company, was a profes-
sional calf roper for 25 years before he
took up cutting. He won the 1998 NCHA
Amateur Super Stakes on Quixote Lena

Peppy.

Kelle Earnheart

elle Earnheart, Hernando, MS, didn’t

know whether to laugh or cry, when
Lu Liles scored 218 points on Stylin
Orphan to win the first go-round.

“I thought, oh, I messed up,” said
Earnheart, who had sold Stylin Orphan
to Liles, after her father, trainer Pat Earn-
heart, purchased High Steppin Cat.

Earnheart marked yesterday’s
second-highest score (217.5) on the
High Brow Cat gelding, after earning 213
in the first round.

“I'm very fortunate to have a good
horse this year,” said Earnheart. “Every-
thing about him is easy. He’s real low-
headed and has a lot of cow.”

Earnheart became the youngest rider
to ever claim a major NCHA limited
age event title, when she won the 2000
NCHA Non-Pro Derby at the age of 15,
on Justa Swinging Jane.
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“It isamazing what you can
accomplish, if you don’t care
who getsthe credit.
Harry S. Truman
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A . Open for business
at 9:00 a.m. daily in the Exhibit Hall.
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Cartoonist Jerry McAdams, “that cow art guy,” is publisher of the Hico News Review and a nationally recognized artist whose
favorite subjects are horses and cattle.
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Daily €hatte> * Editor: Sally Harrison
Contributions, comments, and suggestions welcomed.

sallyharrison @hotmail.com 260 Bailey Ave. * Fort Worth, TX 76107

(817) 244-6188 * Fax (817) 244-2015

For many years, Chevy Trucks has been a corporate sponsor of the NCHA.
BHEW TH“EKS Chevy offers more full-size pickup models than anyone else that are the most
™ dependable, long-lasting trucks on the road. So, when it's time to buy that

new haulin’ rig, see your local Chevy dealer for a new Chevy truck.

For a dealer near you visit our website at www.chevrolet.com/index.http







