
Congratulations, 
Don and Jan Shugart!

TODAY’S ACTION

Two-time Futurity champion 
Ronnie Rice was a bit appr-
enhensive as he rode to the 

herd on Smart Dual Rey, the fifth 
entry in the fifth bunch. The Dual 
Rey colt had been “a little wild” in 
the practice pen and Rice wasn’t 
sure how he would react in the 
big arena.

But Rice and Smart Dual Rey 
looked like champs as they worked 
three cows to earn 221 points - the 
high score for the day. And the 
sorrel gelding gave the impression 
there is still plenty under wraps.

“It sure feels good to get that 
run through,” said Rice, at the end 
of his performance. “He’s got so 
much gas and it makes you a little 
nervous. You’re afraid you’re going 
to kick him by one.”

Smart Dual Rey, by Dual Rey, 
out of a Smart Little Lena daugh-
ter, is a homebred owned by Jim 
Bilbrey, of Conyers, Georgia. He 
was started at two by Gerald Alex-
ander and Rice has been honing 
him on cattle since he was three. 

“I think he’s the best horse I’ve 
ever ridden up here,” said Rice, 
who ranks fifth among cutting’s 
all-time leading money earners. 
“Him and the horse I rode two 
years ago (Futurity champion San 
Tule Freckles) are the best two I’ve 
ever ridden here.”

Many will remember that Tag 
Rice, Ronnie’s son and partner, 
felt the same way about Chiquita 
Pistol before he won the Futurity 

 Continued on page 2

Don Shugart, longtime official NCHA photographer, and his wife, Jan, are celebrating their 
50th wedding anniversary today (see page 3).

TODAY’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

Open 1st go-round
59 entries • 4 sets 

Thanksgiving Dinner
11:30 am to 2:00 pm

Backstage Club

TOMORROW’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

Open 1st go-round 
134 entries • 9 sets

5:30 - 8:30  p.m. - patio outside 3 Bars Saloon
95.9 The Ranch Concert

SATURDAY’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

Open 1st go-round 
134 entries • 9 sets

5:30 - 8:30  p.m. - patio outside 3 Bars Saloon
95.9 The Ranch Concert

Smart Dual Rey and Ronnie Rice score 221
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There are only four bucnhes 
today, but none to be missed. 

Look for 2002 Futurity champion 
Tag Rice in the first bunch aboard 
Steves Nurse. Dennis Funder-
burgh, who was co-champion 
of the 1964 Futurity, is up on 
Santanas Playmate in the second 
bunch, and two-time Futurity 
winner Kathy Daughn rides in 
the second and third sets.
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The best caption for this 
photo will win a meal for 
2 at the Ol’ South Pancake 
House on South University 
Drive. Submit your answer in 
writing to Carolyn Crist in the 
Show Offi ce. 

The winner will be identifi ed 
in tomorrow’s Daily Chatter.

Yesterday’s Mystery Photo, 
gleaned from the Frank 
Reeves Photo Collection at 
Texas Tech University, was 
6-year-old Ken Welch on Old 
Bill, at Marion Flynt’s ranch 
in Midland, Texas, back in the 
screw worm era. Greg Welch 
wins lunch for 2 at Joe’s Crab 
Shack.



Tuesday, Dec. 9 & Wednesday Dec. 10
9:00 a.m. Daily • John Justin Arena

On the grounds of 
Will Rogers Equestrian Center

148 Yearlings & Broodmares 
Sell on Tuesday

138 Yearlings & Broodmares 
Sell on Wednesday

“Come See an Equally Great Set 
of World Class Horses Sell Each Day”

P.O. Box 1389 • Weatherford, TX 76086
(817) 594-9210 • Fax (817) 596-0430
Ben Emison • Milt Bradford • Jim Ware

Phil Rapp, agent

Wednesday Evening, Dec. 10 • Watt Arena

4:30 p.m. Music &  Dinner benefi ting NYCHA
6:00 p.m. - Sale

65 Selected 2-Year-Olds Sell Working on Cattle

NCHA Futurity Select 

2-Year-Old Sale

Tuesday Evening, Dec. 9 • Watt Arena

4:30 p.m. - Music & Dinner 
benefi ting NCHA Foundation

6:00 p.m. - Sale

65 Tremendous Trained Cutting Horses 
Sell While Performing

NCHA Select Seasoned 

Cutting Horse Sale

NCHA Preferred

Breeders Sale



Today’s Action, continued from page 1

You say it’s 
your birthday!

These NCHA members 
are celebrating their birthday today.

Left to right: Two-time Futurity champion Ronnie Rice was the high-scoring rider yesterday with 221 on Smart Dual Rey, owned by Jim Bilbrey; Darren Simpkins 
marked 220 riding Reys Dual Badger, owned by S & S Partners; Austin Shepard rode Widows Intentions, owned by Robert and Debbie Middleton, to earn 219.

                      Shoppers note: 
The Western Mercantile in the 

Exhibit Hall opens for business on 
Friday, November 28 at 9:00 a.m. 

JP Bell.................................Dwight, ND
Candice Blevins ........... Wynnewood, OK
Lonnie Cakerice............... Pilot Point, TX
Marli Claytor ......................Cushing, OK
Sam Coatney .................. Fort Meade, FL
Blaze Cogdell........................... Tulia, TX
Angela Dangerfi eld .............. Moncks, SC
Adam Dobbels .................. Stillwater, OK
Daniel Stash Easton ........... Modesto, CA
Vicki Frey.........................Morganza, LA
Beverly Funderburgh..... Stephenville, TX
Cyndi Patton Guinn ................ Waco, TX
Jacki Hays ........................... Everett, WA
Richard Head...................Columbia, MO
Debby Hendrickson ......... Pendleton, OR
Green Higgs.......................Soperton, GA
Donna Jeffries ..................Roachdale, IN
Tim Jennings.......................Sanford, TX
Nikki Jump .........................Ventura, CA
Pam Keller................. Mineral Point, MO
Ty Krebs.............................. Gordon, NE
Brent Lauderdale ............... Stratford, OK
Janice Lemon ................... Norwood, CO
Patricia Foard Lockhart ....... Oakdale, CA
Lia Mays ..........................Raymond, OH
Linda Moore.......................... Bowie, TX

Nicole Mullen-Morgan ......Novinger, MO
Hayek Nayla....................... Switzerland,
Melba Poskey ........................Lufkin, TX
Vickye Reaves...................Iowa Park, TX
Gordon Roper ............................ Canada
Michele Rugo .................... Murphys, CA
Michael Ray Sabo ...........Bakersfi eld, CA
Dennis Shinpaugh.................. Celina, TX
Frank Sikes..................... Lake Wales, FL
David J Smith ..........Mount Pleasant, NC
Kelli Smith ........................ Chandler, AZ
Jim Stallings ................ Wichita Falls, TX
Joe Stiles ..........................Kingsville, TX
Nigel Streeter......................... Tulare, CA
Sadie Sweatt .......................Mounds, OK
Mariette Abbott Tate .......Pfl ugerville, TX
Judy Taylor...............................Pratt, KS
Phil Terrell.............................Tempe, AZ
Gary Thuman .................Pleasanton, CA
Wayne Verville.............. Orange Lake, FL
Ross Waddell ..................Carpinteria, CA
Holly Waldrep ........................ Cairo, GA
Mary Wall ...........................Humble, TX
Jennifer Walraven ................. Ranger, TX
Urs Wittmer ........................ Switzerland

Complimetary
Thanksgiving 

Dinner
Tomorrow

11:30 am-2 pm
Round Up Inn

You’re invited

Don’t miss it!

- and ultimately the Triple Crown.
     “It’s been real hard to figure out 
just exactly how tired to get him,” said 
Ronnie of Smart Dual Rey. “He’s been a 
little spotty. One day he’ll be real good 
and the next day, if I let him ‘cow’ too 
much, he’ll come back and be a little 
wild. He’s got a great big engine.”
     Yesterday’s top three scores were 
earned by offspring of Dual Rey. Reys 
Dual Badger, ridden by Darren Simpkins 
for S & S Partners, of Houston, TX, and 
Twice As Reycy, ridden for Gail Holmes, 
of Longmont, CO, by Lloyd Cox, tied 
with 220 points. 

“I am not afraid of storms, 
for I am learning to sail my ship.” 

Louisa May Alcott 

�



Join NCHA or Renew Your Membership Now and
Take Advantage of These SPECIAL OFFERS!

All new and returning members who sign up for a 3-year 
membership  prior to March 1, 2003, will be included in a draw-
ing for a “Limited Edition Supreme 80” genuine beaver hat,  
with a sterling silver and gold buckle set with ruby stones. 

Retail value: $1,500

Only 100 hats will be provided and one of them could be yours!
Available in natural beaver, black, silver belly and silver beaver, pre-creased or open crown.

In addition, all NEW members who join NCHA prior to 
March 1, 2004 will be included in a drawing for a 

$500 Cowboy Tack Gift Certificate.

Winners will be announced during the 
2004 Flowmaster Super Stakes.

To join or renew visit the NCHA Booth in the Exhibit Hall or www.nchacutting.com

Left to right: Bruce Morine scored 218.5 on Lenas Pink Stuff, owned by Duwayne Andresen; Brian Rusnak and Steve Kashuk, part of the ESPN crew on hand at 
Will Rogers yesterday to interview cutters for an upcoming special; ESPN cameras focus on two-time Futurity champion Kathy Daughn, who is on the mend and 
back in the saddle, after surgery to repair a broken leg.

95.9 The Ranch presents

Bret Graham
CONCERT
Friday • November 28

5:30-8:30 p.m.

The Patio 
outside the 3 Bars Saloon

Shugarts celebrate 50th today
     Don and Jan Shugart are spending 
today like thousands of other days in 
Fort Worth. Don will be behind his 
camera under the judges’ stands and 
Jan will be at their booth in the exhibit 
hall tending to business.
     But today, as they celebrate their fif-
tieth wedding anniversary, the Shugarts 
feel that they have much for which to be 
thankful.
     “My wife deserves a really big ruby 
with a big diamond in the middle of it 
for putting up with me for fifty years,” 
said Don, who posted a sign in their yard 
proclaiming, “An old bear lives here with 
his honey.”
     “We’ve just been blessed,” he 
added.

     “Don told me when we got married 
that he was only going to get married 
one time,” said Jan. “So I took him at his 
word. It’s been a real good marriage.”
     The Shugarts, who have three chil-
dren, 14 grandchildren, and two great 
grandchildren, grew up in Fort Worth 
and were high school sweethearts.
     “I was trying to fix him up with a 
girlfriend of mine,” Jan remembered. 
“But we went out and I liked him.”
     Photography was a second career 
for Don, who had been in the textile 
business for 20 years, before he  picked 
up a camera, in 1971. Jan retired from 
banking to help him with the details on 
the other side of the camera.

     “We’ve had a really good run,” said 
Don. “We’re getting close to the end, 
but as long as we feel able to work and 
people will let us, we’re going to con-
tinue. I think that’s one reason we still 
feel young.”

ESPN comes to the Futurity
     Yesterday, a crew from ESPN was on 
hand to photograph and interview con-
testants for an upcoming special called 
“The Season of the Fan,” celebrating 
ESPN’s twenty-fifth anniversary.
     “We’re letting people know that 
ESPN is not just built on major sports,” 
said Brian Rusnak, who hails from Long 
Island, New York.



Daily Chatter ★ Editor: Sally Harrison
Contributions, comments, and suggestions welcomed. 

 sallyharrison@hotmail.com

Daily Chatter sponsored by: 

260 Bailey Ave. • Fort Worth, TX 76107
(817) 244-6188 • Fax (817) 244-2015

Cartoonist Jerry McAdams, “that cow art guy,” is  publisher of the Hico News Review and a nationally recognized artist whose favorite 
subjects are horses and cattle. 

American Airlines and American Eagle, commit-
ted to giving you the best service possible on over 
700 flights daily from the Dallas/Fort Worth area 
to major business and leisure destinations world-
wide. 

For reservations, contact your Travel Agent, or call 
American Airlines at 1-800-433-1790 or visit us 
on the Web at www.aa.com.

Ask for Starfile #S12525 for NCHA discounts.

For nearly a decade, Chevy Trucks has been a corporate 
sponsor of the NCHA and Title sponsor of the Chevy Trucks 
Eastern and Western National Championships. Chevy 
offers more full-size pickup models than anyone else that 
are the most dependable, long-lasting trucks on the road. 
So, when it’s time to buy that new haulin’ rig, see your local 
Chevy dealer for a new Chevy truck.

For a dealer near you visit our website at www.chevrolet.com/
index.htpp.


