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Four-titude wins 
the first day

TODAY’S ACTION

Scott Ferguson, last year’s NCHA Non-Pro Derby champion aboard Laredo Blue, tied for yesterday’s 
high score of 218 riding Coontail Cat.
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TODAY’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

Derby Non-Pro 1st go-round

98 entries - 7 sets

TOMORROW’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 8:00 a.m.

Derby Non-Pro 2nd go-round 

FRIDAY’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 12:00 noon

Derby Ltd Non-Pro FINALS

Beginning at 3:30 p.m.

Derby Non-Pro SEMI-FINALS

SATURDAY’S SCHEDULE
Beginning at 10:00 a.m.

Derby Ltd Open FINALS

Beginning at 3:00 p.m.

Derby Open SEMI-FINALS

It was a low key day for non-
pros on Tuesday, with no 
standouts, but plenty of solid 

scores.
 The top score of 218 came 
from four former NCHA cham-
pions — Mary Ann Rapp, Scott 
Ferguson, Chad Bushaw, and 
Dustin Adams.
 Mary Ann Rapp earned her 
218-point score on Ruby Doo Too, 
as the fourth rider in the first 
bunch.
 “The cows weren’t as good 
as we thought they would be, 

but my mare handled it really 
well,” said Rapp, an all-time 
leading non-pro money earner. 
“I cut two cows that we wanted, 
but my second cow was a shape 
cut because the one I had wanted 
didn’t feel right.”
 Rapp and her husband, Phil, 
bred Ruby Doo Too, by Dual Pep, 
out of Playboys Ruby, the mare 
that Phil rode to win the 1991 
NCHA Non-Pro Super Stakes and 
a co-reserve championship title in 
the NCHA Derby. Mary Ann rode 
the Playboys Ruby daughter Little 

Adams, Bushaw, Ferguson & Rapp

The Return of 
Rancharrah 

Radio
Rancharrah Radio returns to the 
NCHA Summer Spectacular July 31 
for the fi nals of the Open and Non-
Pro Derby.

Pickup your Rancharrah Radio 
at the show and listen to expert, 
insightful commentary on the action 
as it unfolds, right in Will Rogers 
Coliseum.



You say it’s 
your birthday!

These NCHA members 
are celebrating their birthday today.

Jacque Accomazzo ...............Tolleson, AZ
Laura Bilbrey ....................... Conyers, GA
Lonnie Edwards .................... Reddick, FL
Page Bowman ............... Simpsonville, KY
Cotton Brown ....................Ashdown, AR
James Budge ....................... Graham, TX
Mishael Claytor ...................Cushing, OK
Michael Colzani .................Los Gatos, CA
Lindsey Creed ................. Santa Ynez, CA
John Dyer ................................Rudy, AR
Stacy Fox .................................. Vina, CA
Jessica Gonsalves ................. Millsap, TX
Billy Hagar ..............................Tuttle, OK
Ivan Howard .................... Livermore, CA
Sandy Jones ........................Hollister, CA
Bob Kahla ............................ Stowell, TX
Pat Kail ..............................Zionsville, IN
Harold Kuehling ................ Abbeville, LA
Monte Lamb ..................... Las Vegas, NV
Ray Lipsey ............................Lincoln, NE

Maren Manuello ...................Sterling, CO

Joni Marling .......................... Marion, IA

Chris Mcarthur ...................Mcarthur, CA

Bill McFarland Jr ............. Rougemont, NC

Wayne Olhiser ................... Petaluma, CA

Laurie Prichard ..................... Kadoka, SD

Ron Ragsdale ..................Elm Springs, SD

Diana Ramsey .................. San Diego, CA

Russell Reed ........................Moulton, AL

Dolores Rustin ..........................Sealy, TX

Kelsey Lauren Sayko .... College Station, T

Jan Smith .............................. Gilbert, LA

Debbi Tokos .......................Olympia, WA

Dick Vogel ............................Dolores, CO

John Walls ...............................Boaz, AL

David Walton ...................Lynchburg, VA

Scott Wilbourn ............. Wichita Falls, TX

Ed Wittmeier ...........................Chico, CA

C Q Worthy ..................Gore Springs, MS

Left to right: Mary Ann Rapp, Weatherford, Texas, with Number One fan, Ryan Rapp, scored 218 on Ruby Doo Too; Chad Bushaw, Weatherford, Texas, marked 218 on A Cat Above; 
Dustin Adams, Logandale, Nevada, shown with wife Deena, rode MH Lay Down Lady for a 218-point score.

Janey Lena as the 2002 NCHA Non-Pro 
Futurity champion and 2003 NCHA 
Super Stakes Non-Pro co-champion. She 
also rode Playin CDs, out of Playboys 
Ruby, as reserve champion of the 2001 
NCHA Non-Pro Super Stakes.
 “I was only able to show (Playboys) 
Ruby) as an older horse at some week-
end shows,” noted Rapp. “She was just 
really unique and had a kind of a ‘lay 
down’ style and a big stop.
 “This mare doesn’t have as much 
lay down, but she has a lot of look on a 
cow. She was a little weak behind, but 
we were able to give her quite a bit of 
time off after the BI and she gained a 
lot of weight and has gotten stronger 
because of it.”
 Mary Ann was a non-pro finalist 
on Ruby Doo Too at the NCHA Futu-
rity and Super Stakes, and Phil was an 
open finalist with her at the Abilene 
Spectacular, the Augusta Futurity, and 
the Breeders Invitational.
 Playboys Ruby’s offspring have 
earned more than $1.2 million, includ-
ing the sire Smart Little Jerry, Ruby 
Bagonia, Ruby Tuesday DNA, Playin 
CDs, Ruby Dee DNA, CD Grumpy Doc 
and Little Janey Lena.
 Phil and Mary Ann are ranked 
second and third among cutting’s 
all-time leading non-pro money earn-
ers with $2 million and $1.8 million, 
respectively, and Phil is a leading open 
rider with $3.8 million. 
 The Rapps are also ranked number 
one among owners with horses that 

have earned more than $4.8 million.
 

Defending Non-Pro Derby champion 
Scott Ferguson, Hempstead, Texas, 

rode Coontail Cat to score 218 as the 
first rider in the fourth bunch.
 “Being first in the herd, I give Phil 
Rapp all the credit,” said Ferguson. “He 
settled the cattle and did a really good 

job.”
 Ferguson qualified Coontail Cat 
for the NCHA Futurity Open Semi-
Finals and was a non-pro finalist at the 
Augusta Futurity.
 “I’ve been kind of snake bitten on 
her in the non-pro,” he noted.
 “The worst thing about this mare is 
that she’s not Laredo Blue (Fergusons’s 



Among first-day leaders, left to right: Becky Elliott, Estill, South Carolina, scored 217.5 aboard Show Biz Ben; Will Arthur, Turkey, North Carolina, rode San Jolean to mark 217.5; 
Angela Montalbano, Houston, Texas, scored 216 points riding Lenas Smart Pep.

2003 NCHA Non-Pro Futurity and 2004 
Non-Pro Derby champion.
 “I could go down there on Laredo 
Blue and throw my hand down and 
get through any jam. This is really a 
nice mare, I’ve just had to go through 
a transition.”
 Ferguson purchased Coontail Cat, 
by High Brow Cat, as a yearling because 
of his success with another “Cat”— Roy-
alty Cat, the mare he rode as reserve 
champion of the 2002 NCHA Futurity.
 “She’s grown up a lot,” he said of 
Coontail Cat. “I’ve learned a lot with her 
and I think I’ve become a little better 
trainer. It’s hard to train your own. I 
give Roger Wagner a lot of credit with 
Laredo Blue.” 
 Wagner rode the blue roan stal-
lion, now owned by Buffalo Ranch, 
Farmington, Utah, for Ferguson in open 
competition.

Chad Bushaw, Weatherford, Texas, 
drew eighth in the same bunch as 

Ferguson. It was Ferguson who started 
and sold Bushaw Jerryoes, the horse 
Bushaw rode to win the 2001 NCHA 
Non-Pro Futurity.
 Bushaw earned 218 points in the 
first round riding A Cat Above, a High 
Brow Cat daughter that he purchased  
at two from Don Hope, Ripley, Okla-
homa.
 “She’s been a real talented mare all 
year,” said Bushaw. “But she’s been a 
little bit on the wild side. I’m just now 
starting to get her figured out, I think.
 “She has a big motor and lots of 
ability. I’ve just been trying to get us 
in tandem.”
 Bushaw showed A Cat Above as a 
non-pro finalist in the Memphis Futu-
rity, the Bonanza, the NCHA Super 
Stakes, and The Non-Pro. Paul Hansma 
also showed her for Bushaw as an open 
finalist in the Breeders Invitational.

 Bushaw also scored 215.5 yesterday 
on Shortys Last Stretch, who has carried 
him to the finals of numerous major 
limited age events.

Dustin Adams, Logandale, Nevada, 
scored 218 points in the fifth bunch 

on MH Lay Down Lady, sired by Little 
Dyno, a MillionHeir Sire.
 Adams, 2000 NCHA Derby Amateur 
champion aboard Justa Ginnin Miss, 
and 2003 NCHA Non-Pro Gelding Stakes 
winner on CD Fancy Chance, has accu-
mulated over $50,000 in NCHA earn-
ings aboard MH Lay Down Lady. They 
won the non-pro divisions of the Brazos 
Bash Futurity and the PCCHA Futurity, 
as well as the non-pro co-reserve title 
at the Suncoast Futurity. 
 Most recently, Adams was a finalist 
at the Breeders Invitational.
 “Lady is a neat horse and really spe-
cial to me,” said Adams, who raised MH 
Lay Down Lady out of his first cutting 
horse, Lady Sadie Solano.
 “I broke her and trained her myself 
with some help from Cody Hall,” Adams 
noted. “She has a lot of the same inten-
sity and feel that her mother had.”
 Adams’ family purchased Lady 
Sadie Solano for $7,500, as a mount for 
Dustin’s mother. When the mare bucked  
his mother off her back, Dusty, then 13, 
started riding her.
 “I showed her mostly in High School 
Rodeo,” he recalled. “She lost only three 
or four cows in her whole career, and 
that was going to 30 rodeos a year.”
 

The National Cutting Horse Association cordially invites you 
to attend the unveiling and dedication of

THE FINALIST
a life-size bronze statue by Jim Reno and presented by 

Mrs. Anne Marion & The Burnett Foundation

NCHA Offi ces ★ 260 Bailey Avenue, Fort Worth

July 29, 2005 • 10:00 a.m.
Business or Western Attire
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Insurance Corporation of Hannover (ICH) writes 
polices for livestock mortality through agents around 
the world. ICH is a niche, special-program insurance 
company that writes policies in areas where they have 
special knowledge and underwriting expertise. They 
carry a rating of “A” from A.M. Best rating services, 
and are the fifth-largest reinsurer in the world. Cur-
rently, ICH insures roughly 20,000 horses ranging 
from miniature breeding animals to cutting horses to 
Grand Prix jumping horses.

For livestock mortality rate information, or to learn 
more about the Ben Emison Insurance Agency and the 
Insurance Corporation of Hannover, call 1-888-682-
4302 or 1-940-682-7360.

Cartoonist Jerry McAdams, “that cow art guy,” is  publisher of the Hico News Review and a nationally recognized artist whose favorite subjects are horses and 
cattle. 




