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Cuttin’ in   The second stop on the NCHA / 6666 Ranch World Series
of Cutting was Canada’s Calgary Stampede, where
Smart Frele Cat stole the show in the Open and Non-Pro.by Sara Gallow

Reprinted with permission from Western Horse Review
www.westernhorsereview.com

This year the Calgary Stampede was the second stop 
in the inaugural National Cutting Horse Associa-
tion 6666 Ranch World Series of Cutting, with the Les Timmons of Kamloops, British Columbia, played 

the starring role aboard Smart Frele Cat. Timmons, 55, a 

long-time cutting horse trainer and president of the Cana-
dian Cutting Horse Association, was the first into the arena features the highest-caliber cutting. He and Smart Frele 

Cat, which later carried Rod MacDonald to the Non-Pro by the other nine entries. The closest call was the next 

contestant out, Denton Moffat of Armstrong, B.C., on Kit 

Open Champion Smart Frele Cat, ridden by Les Timmons.
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Stony Plain, Alberta, finished third aboard My Own San 
to get some good stuff done to beat that mark,” said Tim-

any bobbles, any mistakes. Smart Frele Cat was on his 

game, definitely.”
The Stampede’s cutting horse competition is enjoying 

increased exposure and prize money this year as a stop 

on the NCHA’s 6666 Ranch World Series of Cutting. The 
stock Show and Rodeo and continues on to Columbus, ber, on its way to the newly reformatted world finals at the 

NCHA Futurity in Fort Worth, Texas, in December. Nearly 

ting now,” says Timmons. “The trend in the cutting-horse 
6-year-olds.

“But this money coming into the Open and the Non-weekends, and the world finals (in December),” adds Tim-an excuse to keep a horse in training, and keep the hauler 

headed down the road, when the economy’s tough.”owner Rod MacDonald of Stump Lake, British Columbia, 
day in the Open. 

“The horse was great. We know he is physical and tal-
cutter, “we’ll see another one like him.”
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WORLD SERIES OF CUTTING
WORLD SERIES OF CUTTINGRANCHRANCH

WORLD SERIES OF CUTTINGRANCH

ATIONAL CUTTING HORSE ASSOCIATION

Enthusiasm is high after a strong Series start at Houston, 

with three major events remaining on the calendar.

W
ARNING: the 6666 Ranch World Series of Cut-

ting could cause increased entries, large purses 

and unabashed enthusiasm at weekend shows! 

That’s what happened at the inaugural 6666 Ranch World 

Series of Cutting event at the Houston Livestock Show and 

Rodeo in early March. A record number of entries—more 

the Open and Non-Pro.

“We had a tremendous show,” said Mike Rutherford, 

committee. “The cattle were good, the ground was good, 

and the competition was really exciting! I think the crowd 

proved that. I don’t know where we’ve seen this many 

“The enthusiasm at Houston was amazing! The spec-

tators were all pumped up, the crowd was really into the 

cutting, and I thought Houston did a tremendous job pro-

ducing the first one,” said NCHA Executive Committee 

forward to seeing what happens at Calgary and Columbus 

and Kansas City, but we got a heck of a start in Houston.”

The 6666 Ranch World Series of Cutting continues at 

Royal in November.

Enthusiasm is high for the three remaining events 

based on the Series’ successful debut in Houston. Some 

while the wallets of weekend cutters were fattened by the 

lucrative purses.

“Our intention was to bring some of those great older 

horses back out of retirement, and it worked,” continued 

Beutenmiller, pointing to Lindy Burch’s Play Peek A Boon 

that they get into shape and bring back. Had it not been 

for the 6666 Ranch World Series, you would not have seen 

that horse there. We’re also seeing some great performers, 

like Sister CD and Dual Rey Me, continue their careers.

“Houston also impressed me because I saw some 

people who may not have been as high profile as others, 

still make the finals and win a good check,” continued 

Beutenmiller. “The crowd was phenomenal, and the show 

producers did a great job. I can’t say enough good things 

about Houston.”

The momentum started at Houston will surely build as 

the 6666 Ranch World Series of Cutting travels to the Cal-

gary Stampede, in Alberta, Canada. Billed as “The Great-

est Outdoor Show on Earth,” the Calgary Stampede will 

Bill Collins organized the first Stampede cutting.

“It was Bill who brought cutting to the Stampede and 

-

tine Sowiak, Chair of the Western Performance Horse 

Committee, which puts on the Stampede cutting, team 

penning and reined cow horse events. “It’s never been 

a full weekend show. The intention has always been to 

show the best of the best of cutting to an international 

audience that comes to Calgary for the Stampede.”

The Calgary Stampede draws an estimated 1.2 million 

The Calgary Stampede is the next stop for the 6666 Ranch World Series of Cutting.
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Thhhehe C A Whole New WorldThe Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo launched the 

NCHA 6666 Ranch World Series of Cutting in March

been g d

T he Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo has hosted some of cutting’s most memorable 
moments over the years. World 
Champions like Jae Bar Fletch, Bob 
Acre Doc, Cash Quixote Rio, Mera-
das Little Sue and many others have 
stirred the dirt here.On March 7, the show ushered in 

a new era with the inaugural NCHA 
6666 Ranch World Series of Cut-
ting. Roy Carter riding Scootin Boon 
for S&S Farms, marked 226 to win 
the Open division, while Elizabeth 
Queen, riding Sister CD, the sport’s 
leading active money earner, won the 
Non-Pro division with a 223. With $25,000 added to each divi-

sion, the event attracted star-studded 
fields. The 15 finalists in the Open 
division alone boasted combined 
earnings of more than $3.1 million.The NCHA 6666 Ranch World 

Series is a tour of four shows with 
big added money to be held this 
year, laying the foundation for future 
growth.

The Houston show will be fol-
lowed by stops at the Calgary Stam-
pede, the All American Quarter 
Horse Congress and the Kansas City 
Royal. All money for these special 
events will count toward the 2009 
NCHA World Champion titles.While limited age champions 

often grab the headlines, the new 
World Series concept gives seasoned 
campaigners a financial incentive 
to keep on going—or to come out of 
retirement for a piece of the action.Mike Rutherford Jr., chairman of 

the Houston Livestock Show’s hard-
working cutting commith

Above: Roy Carter rode Scootin Boon, a son of Smart 
Lil Scoot to a 226-point win in the finals of the Open 
division of the World Series of Cutting on March 7Left: Carter collects his trophy from NCHA President 

Elect Chubby Turner.
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“ None of it would be possible

without the dedicated support 

of our sponsors. In true Western 

tradition, our members have 

demonstrated time and again that 

they will be loyal to the institutions 

that support them.”

—Ernie Beutenmiller Jr.,

NCHA Executive Committee
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March 
Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo
Houston, TX

July 
Calgary Stampede 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 

October 
American Quarter Horse Congress 
Columbus, OH 

November 
American Royal Horse Show
Kansas City, MO 

July 7, 2009

NEWS RELEASE

6666 Ranch World Series of Cutting makes a Stampede stop 

Calgary — This summer, the Calgary Stampede’s cutting 

horse competition is right on the cutting edge. 

An impressive show in its own right for the past 36 years, 

the Stampede’s cutting event has hit the big time, as a stop 

on the National Cutting Horse Association’s inaugural 6666 

Ranch World Series of Cutting in 2009. 

The inclusion on the NCHA’s prestigious four-stop North 

American tour means better competition, more exposure, a 

bigger prize purse — and recognition of Calgary’s stout 

reputation since Bill Collins organized the Stampede’s first 

cutting in 1973. 

“We couldn’t be happier that the Calgary Stampede has 

executive director of the NCHA, based in Fort Worth, Texas. 

odeos to feature cutting horse competition at 

ry be a part of that.” 
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With two of the four major events in the NCHA / 

6666 Ranch World Series of Cutting completed, 

the tour moves to Columbus, Ohio, for the 

All American Quarter Horse Congress, and winds up in 

Kansas City for the American Royal.
The All American Quarter Horse Congress is billed 

as the “World’s Largest Single-Breed Horse Show.” The 

show receives more than 17,000 horse show entries and 

will house more than 8,500 registered American Quar-

ter Horses during its three-week schedule. The Congress 

attracts more than 650,000 people to the Columbus area, 

bringing more than $110 million to the central Ohio 

economy.
“The Congress has the  biggest trade show of all equine 

events in the country. We try to represent fairly all the 

things that Quarter Horses do. We try to make it a cross 

section of all the Quarter Horse events and do each one 

in a quality way,” said Ohio Quarter Horse Association 

Board member Chuck Smith, who heads the Steering 

Committee that runs the Congress cutting. “That’s why 

the event has grown so much over the years.”
The Ohio Quarter Horse Association was established 

Congress as an event to showcase and promote the Amer-

ican Quarter Horse, and to educate horse owners about 

the care, training and showing of horses. The first Con-
grounds, in Columbus, Ohio. More than 5,000 horsemen 

and women attended the first Congress. The event was 

definitely a hit, netting the association $15,000 over its 

three-day run.
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Next stop: All American Quarter Horse Congress!

“We’re hoping that it draws some of the best horses from around the country because we do have a big spec-tator base and that would expose them to some of the best horses and riders in the coun-try,” continued Smith, who served on NCHA’s Executive Committee 

Cutting has always been a part of the Congress, 

although it has gone through some changes through the 

years. It has always remained one of the most popular 

spectator events at the show.
steadily grown to a major weekend and limited age cut-

ting for the northeastern part of the United States,” Smith 
head of cattle during the week that we have the cutting.

“We are very excited. We hope it boosts our entries 

for those classes and overall. We are looking forward to 

giving us more of a national presence in the mainstream 

of cutting.” 
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Houston, Texas

“With the added money, horses that have graduated out of 

limited age events can get a new lease on life. It makes it 

worthwhile to bring a horse back that’s been semi-retired. Play Peek A Boon 

was fabulous. Like great horses do she just came alive when she walked into 

the coliseum. She brightened up and took a better step. It was like she was 

saying, hey, this is where I’m supposed to be. It’s great to see these 8, 9 and 

10 year olds and admire them for what they can do.”

      - Lindy Burch, Oxbow Ranch

March 20 09
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NCHA 6666 Ranch World Series of Cutting: Houston

Open Finals with estimated payouts

 226.0 Scootin Boon Roy Carter S&S Farms $8,013

  (Smart Lil Scoot x Susies Blue Boon, by Peptoboonsmal)

 224.5 Play Peek A Boon Lindy Burch Oxbow Ranch $7,137

  (Freckles Playboy x Peek A Boon, by Smart Little Lena)

 221.0 Dual Rey Me Jeremy Barwick Jeremy Barwick $6,260

  (Dual Pep x Miss Smart Rey Jay, by Smart Little Lena)

 216.5 Gabreyella Craig Morris Judy Morris $4,945

  (Dual Rey x A Playboys Desire, by Freckles Playboy)

 216.5 Neat Little Cat Scott Mcclurg Jim Spaulding $4,945

  (High Brow Cat x Neat Little May, by Smart Little Lena)

 214.5 Alotta Merada Style Steve Oehloff Ken Sitton $3,630

  (Docs Stylish Oak x Okie Mokie Merada, by Freckles Merada)

R l Jewel Robert Rust Robert Rust $2,753

show, and have had a lot of fun.

“This is a lot more laid back (than 

the aged events). It’s less stressful, 

especially with Sister, because he’s so 

low-maintenance. I like it!”

Oxbow Ranch’s Play Peek A Boon 

has earned over $180,000 but the 

10-year-old mare hadn’t been shown 

Li d Burch legged her

Above: NCHA Executive Director presents Elizabeth 

Queen with her trophy for winning the Non-Pro division 

of the World Series of Cutting.

Right: Queen in action on Sister CD.

“We had a tremendous show. The cattle were good, the ground was good, 

and the competition was really exciting! We haven’t seen this many 

people at a show outside of Fort Worth in quite a while.”  

  - Mike Rutherford, Jr. , Chairman, Houston Livestock Show Cutting Committee

With a super strong start in Houston the inaugural 6666 Ranch World 
Series looked and felt like the beginning of something big. All money 
paid out in these four special events counts toward 2009 NCHA World 
Champion titles.

Over the years the Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo has hosted some of 
cutting’s most memorable moments. On March 7, the show ushered in an 
exciting new era hosting the inaugural NCHA 6666 Ranch World Series 
of Cutting. With $25,000 added to each division, the event attracted 
star-studded fields. The 15 finalists in the Open division alone boasted 
combined earnings of more than $3.1 million. There were 822 total entries 
in 11 classes -- up 33% vs. 2008 in the Non-Pro class and up 25% in the 
Open class. World Series action from Houston was telecast on RFD-TV’s 
popular Rode to the Winners Circle program on April 17 and April 24.

Play Peek A Boon — a mare Lindy Burch of Weatherford, TX brought out 
of retirement after more than three years — was a perfect poster child 
for the new 6666 Ranch NCHA World Series of Cutting.

The 10-year-old mare had earned 
over $180,000 but hadn’t been shown 
since 2006. Lindy legged her up and 
hauled her south on I-45. Forty days 
after Burch pulled her out of the 
broodmare pasture she finished second 
in the World Series Open Finals and 
won the prestigious Houston Livestock 
Show & Rodeo Open Championship.
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“The intention has always been to show the best of the best of cutting to an 

international audience that comes to Calgary for the Stampede. More than 

anything, this formalizes the long-standing partnership we’ve had with 

NCHA, and enables us to grow our show to even larger numbers. We also 

have a strong partnership with Houston. I went down for the finals and 

saw the way the NCHA 6666 Ranch World Series grew their entries. All the 

press and reviews emphasized good older horses 

and weekend cuttings which is really nice.”

- Christine Sowiak, Chair, Western Performance Horse Committee,  

                 Calgary Stampede
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July 8, 2009

NEWS RELEASE

6666 Ranch World Series of Cutting sweetens the prize pot  

Calgary — The weekend warriors are back. 

The Calgary Stampede’s cutting horse competition is now moving 

among the sport’s highest circles, as the second stop on the 

National Cutting Horse Association’s inaugural 6666 Ranch World 

Series of Cutting. 

Les Timmons, like many in the sport, is tickled over this latest 

development. Timmons, who lives in Kamloops, B.C., is the 

president of the Canadian Cutting Horse Association, as well as 

one of Canada’s most experienced cutting horse trainers. And he’s 

also saddling up this week under the Big Top as some of the top 

cutters in North America vie for a $78,000 total prize purse — 

$50,000 of it in added money, thanks to the World Series 

designation.

“We’ve got a renewed interest in weekend show cutting now,” says Timmons, 55. “The trend in the 

cutting-horse industry over the past 15 years has been more and more toward younger horses in what we 

call aged events, for the three-, four-, five- and six-year-olds. 

“But this money coming into the Open and the Non-Professional divisions puts the focus again on those 

d the world finals (in December),” adds Timmons. “Obviously, dollars draw people. This 
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“The trend in the cutting-horse industry over the 

past 15 years has been more and more toward 

younger horses in aged events. We’ve got a 

renewed interest in weekend show cutting now. 

This money coming into the Open and the 

Non-Professional divisions returns the focus 

to weekends and the World Finals. The added 

money gives people an incentive to keep a horse in training and the 

hauler headed down the road when the economy’s tough.”  

  - Les Timmons, President Canadian Cutting Horse Association,  

      and 2009 6666 Ranch World Series Open Finals winner

Inclusion on the NCHA’s prestigious four-stop 6666 Ranch World Series 
of Cutting in 2009 recognized the Calgary Stampede as one of North 
America’s premier stock shows and rodeos featuring cutting horse 
competition at the highest level. The increased prize money produced 
even better competition this year. Some American and European 
competitors did not make the trip to Calgary because of confirmed 
cases of Vesicular Stomatitis that temporarily closed the international 
border. However, several top U.S. cutters still traveled to Canada to 
compete including pros Chubby Turner, Lindy Burch and Pete Branch 
plus non-pros Dan and Karen Hansen, Mary Jo Milner, McKenzie Mullins 
and Stephanie Haymes-Roven. Hosting a 6666 Ranch World Series of 
Cutting event also increased exposure for the Stampede including 
coverage within NCHA’s Rode to the Winner’s Circle show on the RFD-TV 
national television network distributed in over 40 million homes across 
all 50 states in America.

n training and thhhhe
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All American Quarter Horse Congress 
Columbus, Ohio

American Royal Horse Show  
Kansas City, Missouri

“The Congress showcases a cross section of all the Quarter Horse events and does each one in a 

quality way. Cutting has remained one of the most popular spectator events at the show. The 

historical and present significance of the Congress makes it a natural fit for the 6666 Ranch 

World Series of Cutting. We’re very excited. We expect it to boost our entries and we’re looking forward to it 

giving us more of a national presence in cutting. We have a big spectator base here and we want to give our 

fans a chance to see some of the sport’s best horses and riders. We’ll go through about 800 entries and 2200 

head of cattle during the cutting.”  - Chuck Smith, Chair, AAQHC Cutting Horse Steering Committee

The All American Quarter Horse Congress is billed as the “World’s Largest 
Single-Breed Horse Show.” The show receives more than 17,000 horse show 
entries and will house more than 8,500 registered American Quarter Horses 
during its three-week schedule. The Congress attracts more than 650,000 
people to the Columbus area, bringing more than $110 million to the central 
Ohio economy. 

“I’m an enthusiastic supporter of the 6666 Ranch World Series program. My business and 

duties around the Ranch won’t allow me to go every weekend to haul for the World but I 

can go to one big cutting a month and show in the most prestigious Opens of the year. This new program 

appeals to a lot of people and I think it is sure to strengthen our older horse market. I intend to compete in 

both the Congress and the American Royal.”  - Lindy Burch, Oxbow Ranch

The final stop for the 6666 Ranch World Series of Cutting in 2009 is The 
American Royal Livestock Show. A Kansas City tradition since 1899, the 
American Royal is one of the nation’s largest combined livestock, horse 
show and rodeos. During September – November each year more than 
250,000 people attend the American Royal including owner/breeders, future 
business and agriculture leaders and animal enthusiasts from a 30-state 
region. The horse shows draw over 7,000 horse owners, trainers, grooms and 
riders nationwide and a ticketed audience of over 12,000 horse lovers.

October 20 09

November 20 09
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Title Sponsorship   

Important to make every effort to expand on significant  

momentum gained in 2009 

Keep four existing shows: 

March – Houston, TX

July – Calgary, Alberta, Canada

October – Columbus, OH

November – Kansas City, MO 

Add four new shows:

February – Ardmore, OK

May – Batesville, MS

June – Colorado Springs, CO 

September – Rancho Murieta, CA

Produce/air special episodes of  

RFD-TV “Rode to the Winner’s Circle”  

for each World Series event

2010 World Series of Cutting Title Sponsorship Cost: 

Deliverables/benefits to be increased consistent with increase in investment. 

The World Series of Cutting is a proven concept with significant potential for 

additional development. NCHA wants to return exceptional value to the 6666 

Ranch for its continued support and to ensure complete satisfaction with its 

expanded participation in the program. 
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Eight shows each with TV – $300,000

Ei ght shows plus NCHA World Finals title 

sponsorship, with TV – $400,000
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N C H A  D e m o g r a p h i c s

An extensive Member Profile Study conducted by Decision Analyst, Inc., 

Arlington, Texas, found that NCHA Members have combined purchasing power of 

more than $1 Billion.

9.1% of NCHA’s 20,000 Members list the Financial or Oil & Gas sectors as their 

primary source of income.

NCHA Members:

•  75% Married

•  78% Live in rural environment

•  37% Own their own business

•  75% have at least 2 people in their 

household involved with horses.

•  Owns/Leases 128 acres of land

•  Owns/Leases 66 head of cattle

•  Annual income $177,000

•  Investment portfolio of $230,000

•  Net worth of $1.5 Million

NCHA has 20,000 Members

in 20 Countries / 50 States
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“The Series is a winner! It’s providing greater opportunities  

for our members, exciting competition for the spectators,  

and it’s a tremendous attraction for the participating shows. 

We look forward to continued growth in the program.”

   - Jeff Hooper, NCHA Executive Director

W H E R E  C H A M P I O N S  M A R K  T H E I R  P L A C E  I N  H I S T O R Y


